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Homework Policy



Rationale:
· Benefits the students by complementing classroom learning through reinforcement, revision and the
      extension of school based activities.
· Contributes to the growth of sound habits and to the student’s overall development.
· Provides an opportunity for students to be responsible for their own learning.
· Encourages a positive relationship between home and school where parents can be involved in their children’s education. 
Aims:
· To be explicitly linked to classroom programs.
· To support and extend classroom learning.
· To develop positive study habits.
· To develop independence and responsibility for their self-learning.
Implementation:
Teachers will inform parents at the start of the year or when necessary homework procedures and expectations (such as when homework will be issued and due), through information sessions and detailed explanation sheets.
· Classroom teachers will set homework appropriate to each child’s skill level and age.
· Each set task must be purposeful, meaningful and relevant to the current classroom curriculum.  
· All homework activities must be corrected with feedback and support provided by teachers.
· Homework will include an area or opportunity for parents to provide comments or feedback.
· Unfinished classroom activities may be assigned as homework tasks and teachers will notify parents if this is the circumstance.

Foundation:
· Homework will consist mainly of:
· Daily reading/reading activities (minimum of five days a week)
· Spelling words and numeracy will be a component of the homework expectations when appropriate.
· Homework tasks will be differentiated for various ability levels where practical and appropriate.
Homework will be a minimum of 10 minutes per day and will not be set during vacation periods. Home reading will be encouraged throughout the holiday periods.

Grade 1 and 2:
Homework will consist mainly of:
· Daily reading/reading activities (minimum of five days a week)
· Spelling words and numeracy will be a component of the homework expectations when appropriate.
· Occasional simple extension tasks associated with classroom activities.
· Homework tasks will be differentiated for various ability levels where practical and appropriate.
Homework will be a minimum of 15 minutes per day and will not be set during vacation periods. Home reading will be encouraged throughout the holiday periods.

Grade 3 and 4:
Homework will consist mainly of:
· Independent reading on a daily basis (minimum of five days a week)
· Completion of research tasks may be set. 
· It is acceptable for teachers to assign unfinished classroom activities as homework tasks.
· All homework will involve a literacy and numeracy component and may include inquiry and technology work related to the current theme.
· Homework tasks will be differentiated for various ability levels where practical and appropriate.
· Optional extension tasks may be set for students who want additional challenges.
Homework, including reading, will be a minimum of 20 minutes per day of which ten minutes at least must be reading. It will not be set during vacation unless the child has failed to complete the set homework or classroom tasks during the term.
 Processes for failing to meet homework requirements:
· Students may be asked to complete homework during lunchtimes (maximum of 30 minutes)
· Parents will be contacted if a student does not return homework satisfactorily more than twice in a term.

Grade 5 and 6:
Homework will consist mainly of:
· Independent reading on a daily basis (minimum of five days a week)
· Weekly homework tasks which will revise and consolidate class work
· Completion of projects and/or research tasks may be set.
· Optional extension tasks may be set for students who want additional challenges.
· It is acceptable for teachers to assign unfinished classroom activities as homework tasks.
· Homework tasks will be differentiated for various ability levels where practical and appropriate.
Homework, including reading, will be a minimum of 30 minutes per day of which ten minutes at least must be reading. It will not be set during vacation unless the child has failed to complete the set homework or classroom tasks during the term.
Processes for failing to meet homework requirements:
· Students may be asked to complete homework during lunchtimes (maximum of 30 minutes)
· Parents will be contacted if a student does not return homework satisfactorily more than twice in a term.

Guidelines for Parents:
· Positive parent support is essential for a successful homework program. Homework on a regular basis should be actively encouraged. 
· Parents are asked to sign their child’s reader cover and/or homework before it is returned to school.
· Parents should offer encouragement and help where appropriate and provide a quiet space for your child to work. It is essential that students themselves complete the work to the best of their ability.
· Parents should contact their child’s teacher if they have any questions or concerns regarding homework or if their child has been unable to complete the assigned work.

Student Responsibilities:
· Record details and due dates of homework in their diary or homework book.
· Develop independent learning habits to complete homework on time and to an acceptable standard of neatness, content and presentation.
· Ensure that a parent has checked and signed homework before it is handed in.
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………………………………. did not complete their set homework task this week.  I have ticked below which task was not completed.  

I thank you in anticipation of your support in encouraging your child to complete and return the work to school.  Can you please sign and return this notice with your child’s completed homework.

Thanking you.

           Reading           Numeracy           Spelling            Inquiry/research


Parent signature: ________________________       Date: ___________________
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………………………………. did not complete their set school tasks this week even though they had an appropriate amount of time and support.  I have spoken to them about how they could have made choices that would have enabled them to meet the expectations of the class so that they can improve next week.  As a consequence they will need to complete this work at home.

I thank you in anticipation of your support in encouraging your child to complete and return the work to school.  Can you please sign and return this notice with your child’s completed.

Thanking you.

To complete the work your child must:
       ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Parent signature: ________________________       Date: ___________________
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………………………………. did not complete their set school tasks this week even though they had an appropriate amount of time and support.  I have spoken to them about how they could have made choices that would have enabled them to meet the expectations of the class so that they can improve next week.  As a consequence they will need to complete this work at home.

I thank you in anticipation of your support in encouraging your child to complete and return the work to school.  Can you please sign and return this notice with your child’s completed.

Thanking you.

To complete the work your child must:
       ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Parent signature: ________________________       Date: ___________________
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