
 

 

Issue No.3                                                                                               Wednesday, 21st February 2018 

Kilmore Primary School 2018 Information Evening 
7.00pm – 8.30pm 

 

The information night will start in the stadium at 7pm with a 30 minute intro-
duction from Mrs Laffan, principal. 
From 7.30 to 8.30 all classrooms will be open for you to visit and meet with 
your child’s teacher. 
Each unit level will have their own 10 minute presentation to address areas 
specific to those year levels. Please refer to the schedule below.  We have 
staggered them so that you can make different presentations if you have chil-
dren in various grade levels. 
We look forward to seeing all families represented at this import meeting to 
set the scene for a great year. 
 
Kim Laffan: 7 - 7:30pm (stadium) 
Foundation: 7:35pm - 7:45pm (shared space) 
Grade 1/2: 7:50pm - 8pm (Grade 1R classroom) 
Grade 3/4: 8:05pm - 8:15 (Grade 3/4G classroom) 
Grade 5/6: 8:20pm - 8:30pm (Grade 6M classroom) 

 

SMART SPELLING 
 
Last Wednesday new teachers to Kilmore Primary School went into Melbourne for a day of 
professional learning around the explicit teaching of spelling.  Last year one of our whole school 
curriculum days involved this professional learning so it is great to have been able upskill new staff. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Across the school all students are involved in SMART spelling every week. Students learn a spelling 
pattern following the SMART process (Say, Meaning, Analyse, Remember, Teach) and spend 10 
minutes each day practising the pattern.    



 

 

COMING EVENTS 
 

22nd Feb Classroom Helpers Program 
  9.00am—9.30am 
 

23rd Feb Foundation Parents Morning Tea 
       in the Stadium Foyer, 8.50am 

 

  Assembly 2.30pm 
  All Welcome 
 

1st Mar School Council Elections  
  Ballot Opens 
 

2nd Mar Classroom Helpers Program 
  9.00 am — 9.30am 

 

8th Mar Special Lunch Day 
 

  Conveyance Allowance   
  Applications close today 

 

9th Mar Assembly 2.30pm  
  All Welcome 

 

12th Mar Labour Day Public Holiday 
 

13th Mar School Council AGM  
  & 1st Meeting 7.00pm 
 

15th Mar Whole School Photo Day 
 

23rd Mar Assembly 2.30pm  
  All Welcome 

 

29th Mar End Term 1 School concludes at  
  2.30pm 

Happy Birthday to the following students 
who are celebrating their birthday in the coming 
week.  We hope you have a lovely day. 
 
February  
 
21st Mia   FW 
  Noah  5P 
 
22nd Eammon  34B 
 
25th Aviraj  FD 
  Blake  34M 
 
26th  Mia   2G 

What’s gone home recently?  

The following notices were sent home Thursday 15th 

Feb to Wednesday 27th Feb. 
 

Whole School: Special Lunch Day order forms 

Selected Families:  

Selected Students:  

Individual Grade Levels: Nil 

Foundation: Nil 

Grade 1: Nil 

Grade 2: Nil 

Grade 3: Nil 

Grade 4: Nil 

Grade 5: Nil 

Grade 6: Nil 

Spare copies of notices are available from the office. 

 

WHEN PAYMENTS ARE DUE – PLEASE  
NOTE PAYMENTS WILL  NOT BE 
ACCEPTED  
AFTER THE DUE DATE 
 

Special Lunch Day due 1st March 

  

ICY POLES EVERY FRIDAY - TERM 1 
 

Pop $1 in a named envelope or snap lock bag 
and give to teacher on Friday Mornings 

 
Ingredients Below: 
Water, Sugar, Maize Glucose, Food Acid (330) 
Vegetable Gums (412, 410), Natural 
Flavours, natural Colours (120, 
160a, 101), Natural Plant Extract.  

 

  SMART SPELLING continued……… 
 

Students learn that letters make different sounds in 
different words.   
 

Students select words to practise of different 
complexity, but with the same pattern as the rest 
of the  
class.  For example, one student in the grade might 
be learning the word ‘house’ and another the word 
‘scoundrel’ – they are both still been taught the 
digraph /ou/ - two letters that make the sound 
‘ou’. 
 

Your child will bring home 6-8 words per week to 
practise from the weekly spelling pattern – this is 
the number of words research has shown is 
required to learn the pattern.   The remaining 2 or 
3 words in their homework come from words their 
teacher has identified in their writing. 
 

Jennene Cooney 



 
 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
 
Classroom Helpers Training Program 
 

We have had a great response to our Classroom Helpers Training 
Program.  Ten parents have joined the team so far this week,  
Bec Parson, Trudy Sellner, Stephanie Phelan, Samantha Tillotson, 
Mary Jane Rose, Amy Littlewood, Meagan Taig, Meagan Santarossa, 
Celina Mott and Cristy Harvey.  I thank them for their commitment to 
our students.   
If you would like to join the team I am running another session on 
Thursday February 22nd at 9.00am and Friday March 2nd at 9.00am. 
 
Class Dojo 

This year we are introducing the Class Dojo phone app as a way of improving our school/home 
communications.  Some staff trialed it last year and we received some very positive feedback.  Over the 
year more teachers will be trained in the program and begin using it as another means of communication.  
The program will suit some teachers more than other.  It is only one form of communication and there is 
no expectation that all teachers will use it in the same way at this stage.  This is new learning for many 
staff and so the take up will be different.   
 
School Motto Competition: 
We have had several entries for our school motto competition.  It is great to see that there is a variety of 
individual and family entries.  These are the suggestions we have had so far: 
 

Take pride at all times. 
We enter to learn, leave to achieve. 

Creating a safe environment where children flourish. 
2,4,6,8, KPS is great. 

Blind on our own, but when together we see. 
Achieving the best you matters at KPS. 

Do Your best at KPS. 
Accepting the Challenge. 

Todays actions shapes everyone's tomorrow. 
Educating students with kindness and respect. 

Dare to do as much as your able.  Learn, live, achieve and excel. 
Together we can achieve anything. 

 

Please think about what you think sums up our school and create a motto.  Drop your motto off at the 
office in an envelope which is clearly marked with your name by March 22nd. 
 

Kim Laffan 

Principal  

Kilmore Primary School 

 
 

      on  
  

Keep updated with what’s happening at KPS. 
 
Pick up a form from the office to join our school facebook page. 



 

 

 

Last week, a Grade 3/4 class 
used their knowledge of 
how numbers can be 
broken apart and 
rearranged to solve a 
problem.   
Students worked with a 

partner and chose a 

strategy they found to be 

efficient.  After everyone 

had solved the problem, 

strategies were shared as a 

class and recorded by the 

teacher on the board.  The 

Victorian Curriculum uses 

the term ‘effective strategy’ 

and recognises that there 

are many ways to solve a 

problem, with different 

strategies being 

preferred by different 

people.  Which strategy 

would you use to solve 

the same problem? 

Numeracy 
    News  



  

At the start of each numeracy lesson we warm 
up with a number based task.  Depending on 
the year level, it might be times table practice, 
skip counting or practising writing numerals 
correctly.  The warm up is followed by the main 
lesson.  Next week, we will continue to learn 
about our place value system, including 
decimals and fractions in some year levels.  Our 
Foundation students will also be learning about  
shape and colour patterns.  
 

ANSWERS TO LAST 

WEEK’S CHALLENGE  

 

Did you work out the answer to the 
questions below?  
 
- How many hours of numeracy 
lessons a week do we have? 
 
- How many minutes is that?  

Numeracy News continued… 

This WEEK’S CHALLENGE  

 

Part of our focus on ordering numbers includes placing them on number lines in the correct po-
sition.  Where would your family place the number 10 on the number lines below?  Why? 



 

 

 

Hello everyone! It’s been another wonderful week at KPS 
spending time with my friends in classrooms, the yard, 
library, office and staffroom.  
Above: Friendship Stop started last week and I dropped 
in to play. Appawrently Lego isn’t for dogs though and I 
had to give back the little red block I found. Friendship 
Stop is on in the library at lunchtime every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 
Right: Last Friday was Mrs Sperling’s last day at school for 
a while because Baby Sperling is arriving soon. It’s a very 
exciting time for Mr and Mrs Sperling and I can’t wait to 
meet Baby Sperling later in the year. I wonder if they’ve 
settled on a name yet? Asha Sperling has a nice ring to it, 
don’t you think? And, the bonus is that it works for a boy 
or girl Sperling. Mmmm, must let Mrs Sperling know…
        

I’m turning three in March and people have been asking about my birthday plans. On my birthday, 
I always think about my Labrador brothers and sisters and where I started life as a very small Asha. 
I was born at Seeing Eye Dogs Australia and they looked after me until I was 14 months old. Mrs 
Laffan says we can bring a gold coin donation and have an out of uniform day on Wednesday 14th 
March. Any money raised will be donated to my SEDA friends to help train the next generation 
of guide dogs.     



 

 

Left: Term 1 is a ‘Wear 
Your Hat’ term – but only 
when you’re outside. I 
caught up with some hat 
wearing friends at lunch 
time. We all had hats, so we 
could play anywhere in the 
yard. If you forget your hat 
you can still play – but it 
has to be in the undercover 
verandah area.   
  

Right: Every day I walk past the ‘Book Swap’ 
display in the corridor near the office. This 
week I stopped to check it out with some of my 
friends. You can swap a book you’ve already 
read with one you want to read.  
Below: Have you met Miss Davies, Miss 
Spencer and Mrs Evans? They are three of our 
new teachers at KPS this year.  
 

Right: Every day I walk past the ‘Book Swap’ 
display in the corridor near the office. This 
week I stopped to check it out with some of my 
friends. You can swap a book you’ve already 
read with one you want to read.  
Below: Have you met Miss Davies, Miss 
Spencer and Mrs Evans? They are three of our 
new teachers at KPS this year.  
 

Comments and questions that have put a smile on my dial this 
week…  
“Asha, this book is all about animals. I think you’ll like it.”  
“Do you like horses, Asha?” 
“Asha, if you only had two legs you’d fall over.  It’s good you have 
four legs.” 



 

 

 

DISTRICT SWIMMING 
 
On the 15th of February, students from grades 3-6 represented Kilmore Primary at the Annual Mitchell District 
Swimming Carnival at the Whittlesea Leisure Centre.  Everyone was ready for an exciting day, with students 
singing songs on the way to the leisure centre.  The students competed in Freestyle, Backstroke, Breaststroke, 
Butterfly and Relay events.  The effort each student put forward was amazing.  They displayed resilience, hard 
work and effort in the pool, whilst always showing the school’s values of Kind, Proud and Safe when out of the 
pool.  This was shown by their support of other swimmers, not only from Kilmore, but swimmers from other 
schools.  The cheering was fantastic.  
 

In the overall standings, we places 4th in what was a great display by our team. 
We also have 3 students who will be representing KPS at the Whittlesea District Swimming Tournament on the 
5th of March in Northcote.  A big congratulations to Blake (3/4M), Emerson (3/4G) and Kate (3/4M) for making 
it through to the next stage. They all finished either 1st or 2nd in their race.  The future is looking bright for 
swimming at Kilmore as these students are only in the 9-10 age group. 
 

As a teacher, I am so proud of all the students who represented KPS.  They put forward a big effort in the pool 
and each student was successful in their own way. I would like to congratulate the entire swim team for doing 
an outstanding job on the day.  Well done to all that was involved.  You should all be proud of yourself, in your 
own way.  
 

We now set our sights on the Summer Interschool Sports Tournament for our grade 5’s and 6’s, where details 
on that will be finalised and communicated shortly. 
A big thank you to Miss George for her hard work and help at both the trials and the carnival.  Also, to the par-
ents who could come down and show their support to all the students.  It was tremendous. Without the par-
ents help and support, we would not be able to run these events. 
 

District Swimming Representatives 
Kate, Emerson, Alia, Annabelle, Layla, Annabel, Bethany, Kara, Kiara, Bronte, Tayla, Jemma, Ella, Emma, Taylah, 

Zoe, Blake, Hunter, Tom, Roman, Mitchell, Harry, Blaike, Zac, Fisher 

Mr Babic 


