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Young Leaders Program 

 

On the 18th May Beveridge, Darraweit Guim and Kilmore Primary School all participated in 
Session 1 of the Young Leaders Program. 
 
We talked about how to be a leader and the qualities of a leader.  Next month we will be 
meeting up with a total of 6 schools.  The session was run by Sharon. 
 
                     By Sienna & Jenaya 6G 

 

 
Test SMS Emergency Message Take Two 

 
On Monday 29th May we will be attempting to send our Test SMS Emergency 
Message out again.  This is so that our external provider can try to ascertain why our 
first message failed.  If this SMS Emergency Message goes through and you do 
receive it please do not be alarmed.  This is again a Test SMS Emergency Message.  
If you do not receive the SMS this is due to the fault in the system and not in the 
emergency contact details provided by you.  We will update you via the newsletter of 
further and future developments with this system.  

mailto:kilmore.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

Happy Birthday 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who 
are celebrating their birthday in the coming 
week.  We hope you have a lovely day. 
 

May 
 
25th  Tristan  1V 
26th   Keeley FJ 
   Hamish 3H 
27th  Stella  FJ 
30th   Chloe  FW  

  
 
 
 
 

 

Sick Bay Linen Roster 
Term 2 

 
26th May    Jessica Martin 
2nd June    Ainsley Sporle 
9th June    Sally Porter 
16th June   Samantha Paton 
23rd June   Stephanie Kilner 
30th June   Melanie Hooke 

 

Thank you for your support 
 

 

What’s gone home recently?  

The following notices were sent home between 

Thursday 11th May & Wednesday 17th May 2017  

 

Whole school: Pizza Order forms 18/05/17 

Selected Families:  Nil 

Selected Students: Eldest in families only;           

Premiers’ Reading Challenge 24/05/17 

Individual Grade Levels:  

Foundation: Nil  

Grade 1:  Nil 

Grade 2:  Nil 

Grade 3:  Nil  

Grade 4:  Wallan Secondary College Taster Day 

23/05/17 

Grade 5:  5/6 Camp Notes 18/05/17 & Wallan 

Secondary College Taster Day 23/05/17 

Grade 6:  5/6 Camp Notes 18/05/17 

Spare copies of notices are available from the 

office. 

Payments Due Dates  
Please note any payment received after the 

due date will not be accepted. 

Calendar 
 

May 
 

Thursday, 25th May 
Year 2 Sustainability Excursion permission and  

payment due today 
 

Friday, 26th May 
Kaboom Kid Sports Incursion  

 
Assembly 2.30pm 

All welcome 
 

Foundation Bundoora Park Excursion permission and  
payment due  today 

 
Monday, 29th May 

Year 1 Sustainability Excursion 
 

Wednesday, 31st May 
Year 2 Sustainability Excursion 

  
June 

 
Thursday, 1st June 

Foundation Bundoora Park Excursion 
 

Friday, 9th June 
Conveyance Allowance Applications Close 

 
Assembly 2.30pm  

All welcome 
 

Pizza day lunch order and money due today 
 

Monday, 12th  June 
Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

 
Tuesday, 13th June, 

School Council Meeting 7.00pm 
 

Thursday, 15th June 
Year 5/6 Melbourne Zoo Excursion permission and  

payment due today 
 

Pizza Day Lunch 
 

Thursday, 22nd June 
Grade s 4 & 5  Wallan Taster Day  

 
Friday, 23rd June 

CSEF applications close 
 

Assembly 2.30pm 
All welcome  

 
Wednesday, 28th June 

Three Way Conferences 12.00pm-6.00pm 
Regular classes not operating on this day 

 
Friday, 30th June 

End of term 2 
 

July 
 

Monday, 17th July 
First day term 3 

 
 
 



  
From the Principal’s Desk…………... 
Welcome to Term 2 Week 6 at Kilmore Primary School. 
 
Learning Walks 
Another week has flown past so quickly and what a wonderful week it has been.  I have had the 
pleasure of spending time in all classrooms over the last two weeks with other members of the 
leadership team.  We have been focussing on the activities that children are involved in as part 
of their learning, the high expectations that underpin our work at KPS and the quality of the 
feedback that we give students in order to help them achieve the best they can.  It was an 
overwhelmingly positive experience and confirms the positive direction that the school is heading 
in.  I am incredibly proud of our children and our teachers. KPS is a force to be reckoned with! 
 
Biggest Morning Tea 
I would like to congratulate the SRC students and Ms Pappin for their work in hosting our KPS 
biggest Morning Tea to raise $231.10 for cancer awareness and research.  The SRC children 
coordinated the plans for the event and it was wonderful to see all the school come together to 
have morning tea and celebrate being healthy and happy.  
 
Author Visit 
Last Thursday we had a visiting author work with our senior grades to talk about the writing 
process.  It was a great opportunity for students to listen to how an author takes an idea and 
turns it into a published piece of work.  I was particularly proud when I heard her feedback to our 
teachers that our students were the most receptive, polite and engaged group of children she 
had worked with.  Well done kids! 
 
SMART Spelling 
On Monday all staff attended a professional development course at the school on a new spelling 
program which we will be implementing at KPS.  The program is called SMART Spelling.  It 
marries up well with what we are currently doing and should provide consistency across the 
school in how we teach spelling.  We will run a parent information session on the program during 
term three if you are interested in finding out more about it.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy the rest of the week 

Kim Laffan 
Principal  
Kilmore Primary School 

 

 



 

Hello everyone! 
  
Can you believe we’re half way through Term 2?  
School photos arrived this week! I was so excited to see my first 
ever school pawtrait. My grandpawrents say they’re going to frame 
it.  
 
The SRC did a supaw job organising our Biggest Morning Tea last 
week. It was so much fun having play lunch with everyone. I was 
extra excited because I don’t normally get morning tea (unless I find 
it myself on the ground). All the money raised is going to Cancer 
Council. 
 
Hope you’ve enjoyed your week as much as I’ve enjoyed mine!  

Below & Right: I could see my carrots in 

my lunch box waiting patiently for me to eat 

them, but couldn’t quite work out how to get 

the lid off… Luckily, help was at hand paw. 

Right: I met author Rebecca 

Johnson last week. Mrs Cooney 

‘booked’ (get it?!) her to come and 

talk to my Grade 5/6 friends about 

writing. Rebecca has written over 

100 books! She brought some of her 

‘Juliet – Nearly a Vet’ series of books 

with her…along with her 

stethoscope. It seemed like the 

pawfect oppawtunity for me to have 

a quick check up.   Maybe she’ll write 

about me in her next book! 



 

 

Above: I helped supawvise the Garden 
Ambassadors and members of the Gardening Club. 
They spend some of their lunchtimes each week 
making our school look great. Thank you! 
 

Top Right: I had a bonus day at school last Saturday 

at the KPS Open Morning for 2018 families. I helped 

our student leaders meet and greet our visitors, joined 

in one of the tours and got lots of pats. I may have 

fallen asleep too. Our school looked terrific and 

everyone agreed that our leaders did a pawsome job.  

Did you know that we have a KPS Bookwork 

and Marking pawlicy? It had a makeover last 

year and is now being implemented (good 

word, huh? ‘Tuning into Interesting Words’ is 

my reading goal and I’m trying to use the 

words in my writing) in all grades. Mrs Laffan 

bought all the teachers some lovely stamps. 

They certainly have my stamp of approval! 

Two stamps have gone missing recently. I 

didn’t eat them.  If you spy a pawple ‘star’ 

stamp or a pawple magic wand ‘wish’ stamp 

looking lost, please let Mrs Laffan know.  

I’m a very good listener and I’ve heard 
some more things which made me smile.  
“Asha, are you coming to the PD on 
Monday?” (Teacher) 
“Do you want to have a running 

race?” (Student) FYI – Grade 1s run faster 

than me. 

Left: The loose change fundraiser is in full 

swing! Each class is trying to fill a milk bottle 

with as many coins as pawsible.  



  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Have you ever wondered what our staff do on a curriculum day?   
 
Yesterday while our children enjoyed a long weekend our teachers were involved in a rigorous 
day of professional learning on the effective teaching of spelling using the ‘The SMART Spelling 
Approach’.   Our presenter, Michelle Hutchison has previously lectured and conducted research at 
Melbourne University and has combined her academic knowledge with her practical experience 
as a teacher to develop a structured, multi sensory approach to spelling that caters for different 
levels of ability. 
 
Throughout the day we were involved in learning activities related to The SMART Spelling 
Approach’ to further our ability as educators to:  

    
 - implement effective weekly routines for teaching spelling 

 - differentiate spelling words 
 - understand the Foundation – 6 scope and sequence 
 - learn the  4 most effective  spelling rules 
 
Our professional learning was engaging, informative and practical.  Over the coming weeks 
SMART spelling will be rolled out across the school – stay tuned!!! 

 

            



 

 
 
Last week our grade 5 and 6 students were treated to an entertaining presentation by children’s 
author Rebecca Johnson.  Rebecca has recently written a series of books under the title ‘Vet 
Cadet’ and has previously published a series entitled ‘Nearly a Vet’.  As well as promoting her 
books, Rebecca spoke to the students about how to be a good writer.  Below are some of the 
comments our students made after her visit. 
 
 

 
“She was entertaining and funny.  I learnt that by just adding 
a few words you can make a better image of what you are 
describing” (Fisher) 
 
“It was fun and interesting.  I learnt how to do a good plan 
and add more descriptive language” (Jensen) 
 
“It was a good experience.  She told us how to describe 
characters in our stories. Now I will use more descriptive 
words to describe characters” (Claire) 
 
“It was funny when she talked about the crimes she solved 
when she was younger” (Chanel) 
 

“She talked about how to start your narrative and write your 
orientation, complication and resolution. She talked about 
how to hook your reader in and make your story go up and 
down like a roller coaster so the reader wants to read 
more” (Lachlan and Charlie) 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday 20th May 2018 Foundation Student Tours 
10-11.30am. Parents of perspective students for 2018 are invited to our 
open    morning. Please see Julie Mc for more information. 
 
Monday 22nd May Curriculum Day. Staff Professional Learning on 
SMART Spelling 
Students do not attend this day. 
 
Tuesday 23rd May Mindfulness Lunch Time Activities 
Come along to the Foundation Shared space to do some mindfulness        
colouring, progressive relaxation or some yoga poses with Maximo. 
 
Wednesday 24th May Sports Lunch Time Activities 
Meet us on the basketball court for some fun and games. 
 
Thursday 25th May Buddy healthy lunch 
Bring a lunch for a healthy mind and a healthy body. Take it outside 
and enjoy some time with your buddy. 
 
Friday 26th May Whole School Incursion Kaboom Kid Sports 
Make sure you have brought back your $5 and the permission slip for 
this high energy, fun filled incursion. 

@ 



 

 

Camps Sports and Excursion Fund 
 
It’s not too late to apply for the Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF). 
 
Parents are reminded that if you hold a valid means-tested concession card or 
are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for the CSEF.   
 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student misses 
out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities.   
 
The annual CSEF amount per student is $125 for primary school students and 
$225 for secondary school students. 
 
How To Apply 
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the 
CSEF website.  Applications close 3 June 2016. 
 
Further Information 
For more information please see www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  

 

 
 

Learning Colours in Spanish 

Los Colores en Español 
FJ enjoyed  the sun  learning 'los colores' with Señorita Molina.  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef


  
  

 Numeracy New 

 
 The Four Proficiencies – Understanding  
The Victorian Mathematics Curriculum includes four proficiencies which are applied to all areas 
of Mathematics. This week we explore ‘Understanding’. Students build understanding when 
they:  
-Connect related ideas      -Represent concepts in different ways  
-Describe their thinking mathematically   -Interpret mathematical information  
-Identify commonalities and differences between content  
       (From ‘Learning in Mathematics, Victorian Curriculum)  

 
Resources  
Resources play an important 
role in helping students to 
develop and show their 
understanding of concepts. In 
preparation for our upcoming 
focus on fractions, we have 
purchased additional 
resources, so many that there 
is only a fraction of Asha 
visible! These resources will be 
added to the maths trolleys in 
classrooms. Thank you for 
contributing to our school 
fundraisers and making it 
possible to make these 
purchases  



 

Conveyance Allowance 
 

Conveyance Allowance is a form of financial assistance to help families with the cost of transporting 

their children to their nearest appropriate school.  

Conveyance Allowance is paid to eligible parents for student travel if you reside 4.8km or more from your 

NEAREST school.  

  

If you believe that you may be entitled to claim for the Conveyance Allowance please contact Kim Parker 

on 5782 1268 to discuss the application process.  

 

Term 2 Conveyance Allowance Applications close Friday, 9th June 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Kilmore Primary School is excited 
to be participating.  
 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the 
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge 
for children to read a set number of books by 8 September 2017. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their  
parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
If your child/children would like to participate, please complete and return the note that will be 
sent home today. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the 
Victorian Premier and can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll. If you 
would like your child’s name to appear on the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge online 
Honour Roll, please sign the attached form and return it to school. 
 
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the 
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
 
We look forward to having lots of Kilmore Primary School students participate in the challenge. 
 
Happy reading! 
 
Nick Williamson and Emma White 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


 
Kilmore PS ICT Update 

 
In ICT this term, students in Grade 3-6 have been exploring a wide range of coding 
activities. Coding involves creating sets of instructions by either drawing, typing text 
or dragging and dropping blocks. 
Students began exploring websites where they were able to solve a series of puzzles 
based on Star Wars and Minecraft. They also created emojis and pieces of music. 

Students applied their 
coding skills to control a 
variety of robots, such as; a 

Sphero BB-8, Sphero 
SPRK and Sphero Ollie. 
They were able to control 
these via Bluetooth on an 
iPad and drag and drop 

blocks of code to make the 
robot follow specific 
instructions. 

Students used a ProBot to 
enter instructions to 
construct a variety of 

shapes. They utilised their 
knowledge of measurement 
and angles and created a 
house. 

Students used Ozobots 
where they were able to 
draw paths for the 

robot to follow. They 
also investigated the 
different combinations 
of colours that make 
these robots perform 

different actions. 



 



 


