
 

 

Issue No. 26                                                                                                           Wednesday, 24th October 2018 

Foundation Enrolments for 2019 
 

Please notify the school of any Foundation Enrolments for 2019 with 
urgency.  Spaces are filling quickly and numbers need to be finalised so that 
arrangements for the best transition possible and preparation for the 2019 year 
can be made. 
We are asking that all Foundation Enrolments be finalised by October 31st at 
the latest. 

FOUNDATION & GRADE 1 FUN NIGHT 



 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who 
are celebrating their birthday in the coming week.   

We hope you have a lovely day. 
 

October  
26th Tayah  FJ 
  Ivy   2T 
  Bethany  5P 
27th Indi   1F 
28th Declan  1F 
  Sienna  3/4B 
30th Spencer  FJ 
  Ruby   5H 
31st  Isla   1F 
  Kash   6M 

 

Upcoming Events 
OCTOBER 

 
Thursday, 25th October 

Walk to School.  Hudson Park 8.15am 
 

Friday, 26th October 
Grade 2 Sleepover 

 
Book Club Due 

 
Monday, 29th October 

Young Leaders Day Wallan Secondary College 
 

Wednesday, 31st October  
Classroom Helpers Training  - 9am 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
Friday, 2nd November  

Whole School Assembly 2.30pm 
 

Monday, 5th November 
Report Writing Day - PUPIL FREE DAY 

 
Tuesday, 6th November 

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
 

Thursday, 15th November 
Grade 6 Stomp Dance Lessons  

 
Friday, 16th November 

Whole School Assembly 2.30pm 
 

Thursday, 22nd November 
Grade 6 Stomp Dance Lessons 

 
Tuesday, 27th November 

Foundation 2019 Transition 9.15am to 10.45am 
 

Thursday, 29th November 
Grade 6 Stomp Dance Lessons 

 
Friday, 30th November 

Whole School Assembly 2.30pm 
 

DECEMBER  
Thursday, 6th December 

Foundation 2019 Transition 9.15am to 11.30am 
 

Grade 6 Stomp Dance Lessons 
 

Tuesday, 11th December 
Foundation 2019 Transition 9.15am to 11.30am 

Grade 6 Transition Day 
 

Whole School Transition Day 
 

Wednesday, 12th December 
Life Education Visit - Grades 6E, 5H & 1V 

 
 

 

Term 3 Name 

26th October Lisa Willis 

2nd November Melanie Hooke 

9th November Sam Demsworth 

16th November Jodie Schultz 

23rd November Emily Dove 

30th November Melissa Laffan 

7th December Catherine Ivory 

14th December Jenni Peggie 

SICK BAY LINEN ROSTER 

 

What’s gone home recently?  
The following notices were sent home Thursday, 

18th October to Wednesday, 24th October 

Whole School:  2019 Booklist 

Eldest In The Family: Nil 

Individual Grade Levels: Nil 

Foundation: Nil 

Grade 1: Nil 

Grade 2: Nil 

Grade 3: Nil 

Grade 4: Nil 

Grade 5: Nil 

Grade 6: Nil 

Spare copies of notices are available from the office. 



 

Principal 
This week I am announcing the impending retirement of Julie McCarthy from her Assistant Principal – Wellbeing 
role.  Julie has decided not to renew her contract at the end of the year.  Julie has been a crucial member of staff at 
KPS for many years and in that time has performed a variety of roles.   Her work as Assistant Principal – Wellbeing 
has impacted significantly on our most vulnerable families and students.  She has made differences to the lives of so 
many students in ways that most of us could never imagine.  Julie will continue to work until the end of this year 
giving us all time to celebrate her contribution to so many for so long.  Julie’s position will be advertised and filled 
before the end of the year. 
 
Class Letterboxes 
Please remember that there are boxes in the foyer for each grade that allow you to post return forms, money and 
notes at any time.  The grades are clearly marked and staff photos are on each to assist.  This will save you lining up 
to see office staff. 
 
Parent Opinion Survey 
Please find below an analysis and response to the written comments component of our Parent Opinion Survey.  As 
stated last week, our results were extremely positive and showed steady growth from previous years.  Thank you 
again for those who participated.  Your responses will drive our commitment to ongoing improvement. 
 

 

Response summary Implications Wish or 
granted 
wish? 

Overall there were many very 
complimentary comments 
about the direction of the 
school and the improvements 
noted in the last three years. 

There were many comments about the use of high expectations 
across the school and the adherence to these by leadership and all 
staff.  There was a sense of pride that our school is leading the 
push for our children to be their best. 
 
This was a very pleasing affirmation of the hard work that has 
been put in place in response to our priority review three years 
ago.  Thank you for your support in the work that we are doing.  
Without the team effort of everyone our success would not be 
possible. 
 

 

Transition – There was one 
comment about the handover 
of information from 
kindergarten to school and 
primary to secondary school. 

Current practice involves several elements that parents may not be 
aware of.  Thank you for raising this.  Following is an overview of 
the key elements of our transition work. 
 
At the end of each year Kindergartens pass on to school a 
transition statement sheet.  This is highly valued and used by the 
teachers in preparing grade structures and matching children to 
teachers and groups.  The staff and student wellbeing coordinators 
engage in kinder visits and transition meeting discussions on a 
needs basis. In some cases transition programs are expanded for 
students who are deemed to be in need of more extensive 
processes. Students visit the school on two – three days and the 
information gathered through observation and anecdotal records 
assist in preparation of class groups. 
 
Our year six teachers engage in a comprehensive transition 
program with our feeder Secondary Colleges.  This includes the 
completion of transition forms for each student and several face to 
face meetings between our teachers and the Secondary Staff to 
ensure all relevant information is passed on and considered. We 
also run a comprehensive Transition Preparation Program for our 
students which involves program delivery changes in fourth term, 
school visits and a ‘High School Days’ program where secondary 
teachers come to our school and run classes for the day in a 
typically secondary style. 
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The provision of music, 
languages to grade six and 
speech pathologist on site was 
raise as improvement 
opportunities. As well as this 
there were a couple of 
comments suggesting that 
more teacher aides in grades 
would support a wider range 
of student learning needs. 

All of these options would be welcomed at Kilmore Primary School.  
Unfortunately at the end of the day, the capacity of the school to 
provide these enrichment programs and extensive additional class 
support resources are driven by money.   As a school we are constantly 
trying to make the money that comes in go as far as we can to 
improving learning opportunities for our students. Seeking grants, 
sponsorships, fundraising and money raised through our fee payment 
structures are all crucial to what we can provide. We will continue to 
think as creatively as we can to enhance the provision of better services 
and options. 

 

Providing younger students 
with an area designated to 
them only so that they can 
play more safely. Was 
suggested. 

Currently we have the F-2 playground as their area.  We have tried to 
avoid the need for separated areas and we want to instil collective 
responsibility for safe playing across all grade areas however, we do 
recognise that as the school grows this might be an area that we need to 
revisit. 

 

Student behaviour – We had 
comments that recognised 
significant improvement in 
student behaviour and an 
obvious focus on high 
expectations.  At the same 
time we had a couple of 
comments about the 
distractions caused by some 
children in grades still and the 
need for less lenient 
consequences. 

It is reassuring to hear that in general, there has been a dramatic 
improvement in our class learning environments and the expectation of 
students regarding their behaviour.  Having said that, we do need to 
continue to ensure that the we are constantly raising the bar and pushing 
our expectations.  This feedback will be used to continue to drive 
improvement across the school. 

 

On Monday I had lunch with Parker from grade 2D.  Parker spent 50 Bee 
Tickets to be able to have his lunch in the office with me.  It was a lovely lunch 
and we had a great chat about all the things that Parker likes to do and his 
family.  Thank you Parker for spending your Bee Tickets in this way.  You 
made my day! 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Kim Laffan 

HELP! 
If any parent/guardian could spare one hour 8.50-9.50 am after the Walk to School 
activity to cut up fruit for the classes that would be very much appreciated. 
Please let the office know today if you can help out. 
Thanking you 
 
Barry Parkinson 
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Foundation S 
Delwyn 

Grade 2G 
Dexter 

Grade 34M 
Phoenix 

Foundation W 
Xavier  

Grade 2D 
Eden 

Grade 34P 
Harleigh 

Foundation J 
Abby 

Grade 2T 
Ryder 

Grade 5P 
Zali 

Foundation D 
Arya 

Grade 2J 
Cooper 

Grade 5J 
Mitchell 

Grade 1R 
Charlotte 

Grade 34B 
Caden 

Grade 5H 
Maddison 

Grade 1V 
Lilly 

Grade 34C 
Tomos 

Grade 6E 
Ashleigh 

Grade 1F 
Neveah 

Grade 34G 
Talia 

Grade 6W 
Claudia 

 
 

 Grade 6M 
Kash 

At KPS we are always working on modelling our school values and giving our students 
opportunities to learn and put them into practice. The students listed below are recognised for 
displaying our school values and good manners and will receive an award at our next 
assembly. We congratulate:   

 

Being On Time Matters! 
 

This year Kilmore Primary School is focusing on student at-
tendance and arriving on time at school.  Over the course of 
the year individual students and their families have worked 
hard on being organised – making lunches the night before, 
having school clothes and school bags packed ready for the 
morning and making sure everyone gets a good night’s sleep.  
Help your class win our being on Time Matters Award by 
arriving at school on time. 
 
Congratulations to the students who arrive at school on time. 

If you are experiencing difficulties being at school on time 
please feel free to contact me.  

Ms. Julie McCarthy - mccathy.julie.t@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
 

Try to be On Time 

everyday…. 

Week Day 

Number of 
students  
requesting late 
passes. 

Thursday 
11th October 

9 

Friday 
12th October 

13 

Monday 
15th October 

5 

Tuesday 
16th October 

12 

Wednesday 
17th October 

8 

Thursday 
18th October 

10 

Friday 
19th October 

6 

Monday 
22nd October 

7 

Tuesday 
23rd October 

17 

Wednesday 
24th October 

12 

Manners Matter at KPS- Student Awards 
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School Fees 2019 
 

Dear Parents 
 
 
Booklists and school fee payments have recently been sent home for 2019.  Your support through the payment of school 
fees each year is essential to KPS and our endeavours to provide our students with high quality learning opportunities.  
 
The issue of school fees can be confusing and contentious at times.   Victorian legislation provides that instruction in the 
standard curriculum program must be provided free to all students in Victorian Government Schools. Free 
instruction includes the provision of learning and teaching activities, instructional supports, materials and 
resources, and administration and facilities associated with the standard curriculum program.  
 
The question some parents then ask is why all government schools charge fees.  Critical to the Government’s Legislation 
is the term ‘standard curriculum ’.    Each year the school is funded using a formula which is calculated on a set figure 
per child.  Other funding sources do come into the equation, such as special needs, rurality, government initiatives etc.  It 
is quite a complex formula but at the end of the day, the funds are meant to provide exactly what they say, the ability to 
fund a standard curriculum.  Here are some examples of the funding allocations we received this year and the reality 
about what is coming in and what is going out. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The difference between what we are allocated and what actual costs are has to be made up by the school.  Without your 
contributions by way of fee payment and support of fundraising the only way to make up this difference is to reduce 
opportunities eg: larger class sizes, fewer resources, less intervention and support programs.  These are only some of 
the more significant funding challenges that our school faces in order to provide the exceptional learning opportunities 
and environment that make our school the success that it is.   Your support via the paying of school fees and voluntary 
contributions is essential to help us provide our children with more than the minimum requirement by bridging the gap 
between funding provided by the government and funding needed to provide the level of education we believe your 
children need. 
 
School fees help us to provide: 

A cleaner, safer and more aesthetically pleasing school environment 

Improved access to ICT technology crucial to 21
st
 century learning 

Access to specialist programs 

Access to an extensive intervention program 

Classroom support in both personal and constantly increasing resources 

 

I thank you in anticipation of your continued support of our school and its vision to provide the best opportunities for all 
our children. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Kim Laffan (Principal) 

Funded programs Government 
allocation 

Actual cost Deficit which has to 
be found by the 

school 
Utilities 
(Electricity, phone, gas) 

$34,740.25 $41,761.15 $  7,020.90 

Grounds allowance $3,121.61 $18,423.17 $15,301.56 

Funding to support students with 
special needs and intervention 
programs 

$201,719.00 $248,575.61 $46,856.17 



 

Numeracy 

Problem of the Month 

October 

Put your thinking caps on everyone! It’s time to solve some maths problems. Each problem has 
more than one answer. How many examples can your family find? Give answer pages/posters to Miss 
Crowther and remember to include student/s name and grade.  
Happy problem solving!  

Foundation 
Miss Davies found something 

longer than a pencil. What might 

it have been? 

Grade 1/2  
Miss Frawley was looking at the 
clock. The minute hand was 
pointing to the six. What might 
the time have been? 
 

Grade 3/4  
Miss George drew a picture with 
one line of symmetry. What might  
it look like? 

Grade 5/6 
Mrs Evans created a number 
pattern. The last number in the 
pattern was 35. What might the 
pattern and rule be? 
 

Due: Wednesday 31st October 
 



 

 

Our school chickens have been busy laying eggs and I was lucky enough to be given two to eat – eggs 

that is, not chickens. I wasn’t allowed to eat them both at once – a boy can’t be greedy after all! Mrs 

Trawn gave me one as an after school snack and packed one for me to take home. What an eggcel-

lent treat!   

Konnichiwa! I bet you didn’t know I could 
speak Japanese. Until very recently, I didn’t 
know I could either!  Earlier this term we 
hosted a group of visitors from Japan as part 
of Mitchell Shire’s sister city program. It’s 
been running for over 27 years – that’s nine 
times longer than I’ve been running! They 
visited Mrs Magdato’s class, had a quick 
tour of the school and spent some time 
learning about Australian plants with Tina.  
 



 

I joined my Foundation and Grade 1 friends for 
their fun night after school on Friday. We rotated 
through lots of different games and all had a great 
time trying new things. I tried Limbo for the first 
time and have to say it was a walk in the park (or 
to be more precise, the astroturf) due to my short 
legs. The egg and spoon race was a little harder. 
However, I found a nifty way of carrying the spoon 
and egg and was soon off and racing! Can you spot 
how I carried them?  
 

Remember to wear your hat when 
playing outside. KPS is a SunSmart 
school and that means we all have to 
wear hats from September through 
to April to stop us getting burnt. 
Lucky I’m a golden lab and not a 
chocolate lab, otherwise I could melt 
in summer time! 
 



 

 

Numeracy News 
Our Grade 5/6 students are learning 
about shapes, including how to make tes-
sellating patterns. A tessellation is a pat-
tern made of one or more shapes. The 
shapes fit together with no gaps or over-
laps. 
 

Can you find tessellating patterns in the natural 
and man-made environment? Bricks and honey-
comb are just two examples of tessellations. How 
many others can you find? 
 



 

Numeracy News continued 
Our Grade 3/4 students have also been learning about shapes and how they can be ‘transformed’ 
by flips, slides and turns. Can you work out how each shape has been transformed in the patterns 
below?  
 

“I really loved 
turning the 
objects to make 
patterns,” 
Grade 3 student 
“I can flip, slide 
and turn shapes 
now!” Grade 3 
student 
“I really liked 
the way we 
could flip 
shapes,” Grade 
3 student 
 

 

Q: What type of shape is like a  
lost parrot? 

A: A Polygon! 



 

 

SRC of the Year Awards 
 

On Thursday the 18th of October, I went to Melbourne for a very 
special award. I chose to nominate for the SRC of the Year Award 
because I think that I am a good SRC.  
 
I had to do a lot to get the award. Miss Parkes handed out forms to 
who wanted to be in the competition. I had to write a written 
response to 5 questions about why I am a good SRC and what I 
would do with the money, should I win the $2000 prize for our 
school. Then, we had to film a speech. Mr Thompson helped me with 
the filming. We sent it off and waited to hear back.  
 
I got the award because I was nominated as ‘Highly Commended’ for 
my efforts this year in the KPS SRC. When we got to the Awards 
ceremony, we had to sign in and then sat down in a big arena to 
watch James Melino’s (MP for Education) do a speech. Then, it was 
time for the awards. I was the last person to be called. All the other 
Highly Commended award recipients were in High School. The 
audience said “Aww” as I climbed the steps on the stage to shake 
James Merlino’s hand.  
 
Thank you to Miss Parkes for coming along with me and for all her 
help organising my application. 
 
 
Blake 3/4M 

On Friday 12th October Kilmore PS 
welcomed a group of 11 students and 3 
adults from Honbetsu Council Japan as 
part of the Mitchell Honbetsu Sister 
City Association. The group visited 34B 
where they presented two Japanese 
songs and participated in a Q & A 
session. This was followed by a visit to 
our front garden where Tina had a 
selection of native plants on display, 
providing background information on 
the properties of each plant and how 
these were used by the indigenous 
people to the Mitchell Shire area.  



 

Christmas Donations 
 

Have you noticed the Collection point in the foyer? 
 

For the fifth year, we would like to support the local Salvation Army. 
 

This year as a school community, we would like to collect donations of non perishable food, gifts and toys for 
all ages, plus Christmas items (in new condition please) to give to the Salvation Army in Broadford to distrib-

ute to families and the elderly in need this Christmas in our community. 
 

If you’d like to make a donation from Wednesday 24th October to 14th November,  
please place your gifts in the boxes in the collections pen.. 

 
 

Thank you for your support. 

Three weeks of collecting, 
please keep the donations coming in. 
We thank you for all your support. 

The Art Room are in need of some wire coat hangers or bendable 
wire.  If you have any you would like to donate please leave at 

the office. 


