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Building Dreams For A Brighter Future 

On Friday 30th 
November, we 

launched our new 
school motto. 

 

Building 
Dreams  

For   
A Brighter  

Future 
 

Every class helped 
decorate one of the 

letters in the motto.  
At assembly, we put 

the letters together to 
spell the motto. 



 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who 
are celebrating their birthday in the coming week.   

We hope you have a lovely day. 
 

December 
 
6th  Ryan  34M 
  Tayla 5H 
  Lachlan 6W 
7th  Taj  1F 
  Tarsha 34G 
8th  Gulilly 2T 
9th  Aljaz  34M 
  Vander 34M 
10th Charlotte FW 
11th Brock 34G 
 

 

Term 4 Name 

23rd November Emily Dove 

30th November Melissa Laffan 

7th December Catherine Ivory 

14th December Jenni Peggie 

23rd November Emily Dove 

30th November Melissa Laffan 

7th December Catherine Ivory 

14th December Jenni Peggie 

SICK BAY LINEN ROSTER 

 

What’s gone home recently?  
The following notices were sent home Thursday, 

22nd November to Wednesday, 5th December 

 

Whole School:  Nil 

Eldest In The Family: Nil 

Individual Grade Levels: Nil 

Foundation: Nil 

Grade 1: Nil 

Grade 2: Nil 

Grade 3: Nil 

Grade 4: Nil 

Grade 5: Nil 

Grade 6: Nil 

 

Spare copies of notices are available from the office. 

Upcoming Events 
 

DECEMBER  
 

Thursday, 6th December 
Foundation 2019 Transition 9.15am to 11.30am 

 

Julie McCarthy’s Retirement Celebration  
2.30pm to 3.10pm 

 

Grade 6 Stomp Dance Lessons 
 

Tuesday, 11th December 
Foundation 2019 Transition 9.15am to 11.30am 

 
Grade 6 Transition Day 

 

Whole School Transition Day 8.50am to 1.30pm 
 

Wednesday, 12th December 
Life Education Visit - Grades 6E, 5H & 1V 

 

Parent Helpers Morning Tea 10.45am 
 

Thursday, 13th December 
Grade 6 Stomp Dance Lessons 

 

Life Education Visit - Grades 6M, 6W & 2G 
 

KPS School Christmas Concert  
Save The Date 

 

Friday, 14th December 
Whole School Assembly 2.20pm 

 
Monday, 17th December 
Grade 6 Graduation Dinner 

 

Life Education Visit FD, 5J 
 

Tuesday, 18th December 
Life Education Visit FJ, FW, FS, 1F 

 

 

Booklist Orders 
 

Booklist orders are to be completed online by  
 

16th December. 
 

That’s only 10 more sleeps. 

 
 
 
 
 

Parent Helpers Morning Tea  
Wednesday 12th December    
10.45am in the stadium foyer 



 

Principal 
Things are even busier than usual for this time of the year if that is possible.  Our enrolment 
numbers are steadily increasing and this has meant that we have had to relook at our grade 
structures and add some new staff.  The good news is that we have decided to add on three new 
classes this year.  In doing this we are keeping most of our grades in the low 20s which is 
sensational.  We have a brand new double portable coming in which will be a great asset to the 
school.  The bad news is that the top staff carpark is the only suitable place for the portable.  Any 
day now the department will begin the works on placing the portable.  Staff will be limited to the far 
carpark and then the street.   Access and paving will allow for the bike area to still be used and we 
will be very strategic in placing grades.  We are hoping that most of the staff for 2019 will be 
available for the December 11

th
 transition day but the interview timeline is very tight. 

 
Please remember that Thursday afternoon from 2.30pm – 3.15pm is an opportunity for all 
community members to say farewell to Julie McCarthy who is retiring.  Julie’s contribution to our 
school over many years has been extraordinary.  Her role as Student Welfare AP is a particularly 
challenging and complex one which she has handled with commitment and dedication.  Much of 
Julie’s work is done behind the scene and very few of us know just how much she has done for so 
many over the years.  Please feel free to join us to celebrate this. 
 
I would like to thank the children who came up with the Be Proud of Kilmore day concept.  Last 
Friday was a wonderful celebration of all that is good about our school and a great way to launch 
our new school motto of ‘Building reams for a Brighter Future’.  I would like to thank Mr Parkinson 
in particular for taking on a large part of the organisation of the day and the teachers for their 
flexibility in allowing our children to drive school initiatives. 
Have a great week. 

Kim Laffan 

 

 

Principal 

 
SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP OPEN  

 
 

Thursday 6th  
 

10.45am 
 

&  
 

Tuesday 11th December,  
 

10.45am    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INVITATION TO ALL COMMUNITY 

 

On the 6th December 2018 
 

You are invited to attend an Afternoon Tea 
to celebrate Julie McCarthy’s retirement. 

 

We look forward to seeing you in the  
stadium foyer from 2.30pm to 3.15pm 



 

 

 
Brendan Thompson – Assistant Principal Appointment 

 
 

Most of the school community already know me, but for those that don’t, allow me to introduce myself. 
My name is Brendan Thompson and I’ve been appointed in the role of Assistant Principal – Building 
Practice Excellence, at Kilmore PS. 

 
I’ve worked at Kilmore Primary School for the past 9 years, since 2010. I’m very 
excited about my 10th year and taking on this new role. I’ve taught many of 
your students along the way, whether in Music, ICT, in their classroom, through 
intervention or extension programs. 
It has been an incredibly busy term for me both professionally and personally. 
Firstly, I’ve had extremely big shoes to fill since Jennene has left, but have been 
incredibly supported by our awesome leadership team of; Kim, Julie, Barry and 
Carolyn. Secondly, in the last few days of the school holidays, my wife and I 
welcomed our third baby into the world, Olivia Dorothy Thompson. Term 4 has 
been busy! 
 

Many of you (students included) might know me as the ‘IT guy’, especially since I’m the first port of call 
when something isn’t working (for both staff and students!), but my role at the school has been wider 
reaching than this and will evolve into different avenues in the coming years. 
Recently, with other members of the leadership team, I’ve been involved in: 
 
- Learning Walks that have focused on improving teaching and learning in the classroom 
 
- Delivering Professional Development sessions to staff on High Impact Teaching Strategies 
 
- Analysing a variety of data across the school and leading discussions and initiatives based on these 
results 
 
- Addressing a wide range of areas within our four year Strategic Plan and Annual Implementation Plans 
 
In Term 3 2017, I was also involved in a Pathways at DET program for school leaders. Through this 
program I worked on secondment to the Department of Education and Training, within the 
Communication Division. I was tasked with developing methods of improving communication between 
the Department and all teachers across Victoria. I developed a number of proposals, with one being an 
eNewsletter, which was presented to the Secretary of the DET. This led to me staying on in Term 4 and a 
new channel being designed and delivered to the 66,000 teachers across the state each month, in a 
continually evolving eNewsletter and section of the Department website titled, ‘In Our Classrooms’. 
 
I’m really looking forward to continuing to work with students, staff, parents and the wider community in 
our ongoing work to make Kilmore Primary School be the best school possible! My door is always open, 
so please feel free to stop by! I look forward to continuing the amazing work we are already doing! 
 

Brendan Thompson 



 

Last week we celebrated ‘KPS Proud Day’ and also launched our new school motto, Building 

Dreams for a Brighter Future. There were lots of brightly coloured (for our bright futures) and 

blue (to represent our school uniform and show how proud we are of KPS) clothes in the 

playground. There is so much to be proud of every day at KPS and Friday was all about taking 

the time to celebrate these things. Classes also completed rotations in the morning linked to our 

new motto. I visited rooms and heard people talking about what they want to do, or be, in the 

future. I think I’d quite like to ‘Lab’ test beanbags or dog food. I’m proud to be part of the KPS 

community and look forward to dreaming of bright futures…from the comfort of a super soft 

beanbag. 



 

 

When I visited 2T last week, Mrs Trawn had an eggcellent idea. She thought I might like another 

egg. No yolk! Get it? How lucky was I?! Regular readers might remember I was also allowed an 

egg a few weeks back.  I sat very patiently and waited for my turn. Did you hear Mr Parkinson 

say that ‘I wait my turn’ is our next Manners Matter focus? Each fortnight we have a special focus 

and a student from every grade receives a certificate at assembly. Well, no one else wanted a 

turn eating a raw egg, so I didn’t have to wait long. Thanks Mrs Trawn and 2T, it was eggxactly 

what my stomach ordered! 

I spotted Tina and a group of keen gardeners 

weeding, pruning and digging last week and thought I 

would investigate. Do you know we grow carrots? 

Well, neither did I! Again, I waited my turn and my 

patience was rewarded when I was invited to have a 

tiny taste. We use the ingredients grown at school to 

do some cooking. I wonder if they need an apprentice 

chef…. 

 
Overheard this week on my 
classroom visits and yard pawtrols…  
“Asha, I’m doing my passion project 
on Labradors!”  
 “I’m writing a story…and you’re in 
it!”    “Are you going to be 
part of (the staff) Secret Santa this 
year?” 
“Does your tail ever stop wagging? 
“Cool tutu!” 



   

Manners Matter at KPS- Student 

At KPS we are always working on modelling our school values and giving our students 
opportunities to learn and put them into practise. The students listed below are recognised for 
displaying our school values and good manners and will receive an award at our next 
assembly.  I  know how to disagree politely. 

Foundation S 
Oliver 

Grade 2G 
Harper  

Grade 34M 
Mia 

Foundation W 
Tyson 

Grade 2D 
Jasper 

Grade 34P 
Brooke 

Foundation J 
Kody 

Grade 2T 
Ruby 

Grade 5P 
Daniel 

Foundation D 
Beau 

Grade 2J 
Archer 

Grade 5J 
Zoe 

Grade 1R 
Emma  
 

Grade 34B 
Abbey  

Grade 5H 
Ruby  

Grade 1V 
Hamish  

Grade 34C 
Jai 

Grade 6E 
Dylan 

Grade 1F 
Codi 
 

Grade 34G 
Brock 

Grade 6W 
Lachlan 

 
 

 Grade 6M 
Matt 

Being On Time Matters! 
 

This year Kilmore Primary School is focusing on 
student attendance and arriving on time at school.  
Over the course of the year individual students and 
their families have worked hard on being organised 
– making lunches the night before, having school 
clothes and school bags packed ready for the 
morning and making sure everyone gets a good 
night’s sleep.  Help your class win our being on 
Time Matters Award by arriving at school on time. 
 
Congratulations to the students who arrive at 
school on time. 

If you are experiencing difficulties being at school 
on time please feel free to contact me.  

Mr Brendan Thompson:   

thompson.brendan.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Try to be On Time 

everyday…. 

Week Day 

Number of 
students  
requesting late 
passes. 

Thursday 
22nd November 

36 

Friday 
23rd November 

26 

Monday 
26th November  

19 

Tuesday 
27th November 

9 

Wednesday 
28th November 

7 

Thursday 
29th November 

13 

Friday 
30th November 

21 

Monday 
3rd December 

7 

Tuesday 
4th December 

7 

Wednesday 
5th December  

6 
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