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Merry Christmas Kilmore PS! 

 
Thank you to all our wonderful families for a terrific 2018.  

We wish you a safe and happy holiday time. See you in 2019! 

 



 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who 
are celebrating their birthday in the coming week 
and over the school holidays.   

We hope you have a lovely day. 
 

December 
 

19th Sean  6M 
20th Cooper 6M 
21st  Kody  FJ 
  Emma 1R 
22nd Darnika 34G 
  Cooper 34P 
23rd Zane  FD 
24th Isabella 1R 
26th Keely 1R 
  Damian 1V 
27th Arya  FD 
  Emily  6E 
28th Tyler  FD 
29th Afizah 1F 
  Peter  2G 
January 
 

4th  Codi  1F 
  Naati  2G 
5th  Jaric  FW 
  Lachlan 1F 
  William 34C 
  Simran 5J 
6th  Storm FJ 
  Seth  2J 
10th Elliot  2J 
11th Alexis 2D 
  Isabelle 34M 
  Angel 34M 
  Luke  6E 
13th Parker 1R 
  Phoenix 34M 
  Reid  6E 

Upcoming Events 
 

DECEMBER  
 

Thursday, 20th December 
Class Parties Sessions 3 & 4 

 
Friday, 21st December 

Last Day of Term - 1.30pm finish 
 

JANUARY 2019 
 

Thursday, 31st January 2019 
First Day of School 

Gr 1—Gr 6 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Friday 1st February  
First Day of School for Foundation Students 

 

JULIE MCCARTHY 
 

 
It is with a combination 
of sadness and a touch 
of excitement that I am 
writing my last item for 
the KPS newsletter. I 
have been privileged 
over the past fifteen 
years to work with so 
many dedicated,  

hard-working teachers, education support 
staff and members of the wider school 
community.  
Many things have changed over the years but 
some things are still the same. KPS is and 
always was a place where children come to 
learn new things, get better at what they 
already know and to have friends to learn and 
play with. The support and partnerships 
formed with parents and families over this 
time will live long in my very special memories 
of KPS.   
Our school values underpin all that we do, 
how we treat each other, value each other 
and show pride in our students and school 
achievements. Kilmore Primary School is a 
great community. I wish all our families good 
health and happiness and hope that every 
child enrolled at KPS continues to enjoy the 
exciting educational opportunities and support 
provided by the school. 
 
Julie McCarthy 

Cont….. 
   
14th Claire  34P 
15th Damian  2T 
16th Logan  1V 
  Caitlin  6W 
17th Maddison  34G 
18th Jasper   2D 
  Jack   5P  
19th Thomas   34C 
20th Madalyn  1V 
  Gwendalyn 5H 
21st Noel   34G 
22nd Jordan  34G 
23rd Caleb  1F  
24th Jade   2G 
  Lucas  34M 
27th Payton  2J 
30th Shylah  2D 
  Peyton  2J 
  Chanel  6W 
31st Tristan  2J 
  Rory   34G 



 

Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wow!  What a week, what a year in fact!  It has been an awesome adventure again.  The graduation 
on Monday night was outstanding with our grade six students celebrating in style.  A huge thank you 
needs to be extended to Mrs White, Mrs Evans and Miss McKenzie who put together an incredible 
ceremony, meal and dance for our students.  I know that there were several parents and staff who 
also supported their work and on behalf of the children I thank you all.   
 
The concert this morning was a lovely way to close the year.  As disappointing as it was to have to 
cancel the evening concert, the children thoroughly enjoyed their opportunity to perform and engage 
in some special Christmas activities with their peers and the visitors who were able to attend.   
 
This week I have had two lovely messages forwarded to the school about our children.  I would like to 
share them with you as I am sure you will be as proud as I am. 
 
1.  Some children visited Edgar’s Mission in Kilmore to take some donated weetbix for the 
animals.  This was organised by Carolyn Crowther. This was the feedback we received: 
 
What great kids!  Thank you for the weetbix and for a lovely visit.  The students you brought were 
outstanding!  Not only were they polite and well behaved they were so bright, thoughtful and kind.  I 
was very impressed with their questions, enthusiasm and all that deep thinking I could see going on in 
their heads.   
Thank you for taking them to the farm with you. 
  
 2.  Several grades visited the Life Education Van last week and this week.  This was the feedback we 
received: 
 
Dear Simone, 
Thank you for having me at your lovely school and for all your hard work organising the Life Education 
visit - everyone made me (and any extras that I had) feel very welcome. 
I was SO impressed with the behaviour and participation shown by all students - especially at this time 
of the year.  The kids really seemed to support one another and get along from what I could see. 
If there is anything else you need, please feel free to get in touch. 
Not long now till a well deserved break!  
Merry Christmas! 
 
2019 Arrangements 
 
I am very happy to announce that Dakota Balintong will be joining us next year as the third grade six 
teacher.  She is passionate and enthusiastic and we believe she will be a great fit for our team. 
 
Unfortunately we will not be providing Spanish next year.  In 2019 we will survey staff and the 
community around options for the provision of a language ready to start in 2020.  We will be providing 
performing arts classes for grade 1 and 2 students.  We are also hoping to have music classes for 
grade 3,4 and 5 at this stage but this is a work in progress.  More information will be provided next 
year. 
 
Thank you sincerely for another wonderful year.  A huge thank you to all our staff, teachers, ES 
classroom staff and administration staff who do a relentlessly amazing job.  To our FAF group and all 
our volunteers, thank you for an outstanding year again. 
Have a great Christmas 

 

 

Kim Laffan 

Principal 

 



 

 

 
 

Introducing Julie Smith 
 

 
My name is Julie Smith and I have been appointed as an Assistant 
Principal with the responsibilities of Positive Climate and 
Community Engagement for Learning at Kilmore Primary School. 
During the past twenty years with the Education Department I 
have had a wide range of experience undertaking varying roles at 
three very different schools, those being Southern Cross Primary 
School, Wallan Primary School and for the past twelve years at 
Wandong Primary School.  
 
Prior to starting at Wandong, I did further study to complete a 
Masters in School Leadership and as a result, I have spent the last 
ten years as a Leading Teacher, initially in the capacity of teaching 
and learning focusing on the Literacy curriculum and then moved 
into a Wellbeing role. The key areas of focus and professional 
learning for myself over the past few years have been mental 
health, trauma and understanding school refusal.  

My role as Wellbeing Coordinator at Wandong has required me to oversee student and staff 
wellbeing, monitor and track attendance, lead the education support staff, ensure Child Safety 
Standards are met and complete funding applications for students with learning or physical 
disabilities. I will be able to transfer my experience, skills and knowledge to my role at Kilmore 
Primary School, with my first priority to be getting to know the students, staff and families. 
When I am not at work, I love to spend time with my husband, Jason and our two daughters, Jada 
and Jemma. To complete the ‘J’ family we have two whippet puppies, Jed and Jessie. I also 
enjoy volunteering with the local fire brigade of which I have been a member for the past sixteen 
years. Family, community and helping others compliment the work I do within the school 
community.   
 
Last week at KPS, I spent most of the day with Julie McCarthy discussing my future roles and 
responsibilities, along with completing an induction session with other staff new to the school. 
Following this, I spent the day with the Leadership Team in planning and preparation for 2019. 
What I noticed immediately, is the teamwork and approachability of the staff, along with their 
supportiveness as I learn the ‘Kilmore Way’. 
Finally, I am a firm believer that it takes a village to educate a child and I am very excited about 
joining Kilmore Primary School…working together to Be Kind, Be Proud and to Be Safe! 
 

I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and I am looking forward to meeting the community in the 
New Year.  

 
 

Free to Good Home 
 
 

Furniture (mainly children’s tables) will be beside the temporary skip at the 
Lancefield Rd gate.  Parents are welcome to take away any items they like. 
 

All items need to be removed by Friday morning. 



 

 

Kilmore PS thanks the Kilmore  

Men’s Shed for our new lost  

property cupboard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are the proud owners of a brand new, purpose built lost property cupboard, courtesy  
of the Kilmore Men’s Shed. Thank you to the Kilmore Men’s Shed for their time, effort and 
commitment to this project and thank you to Ms Dixon, Mrs Lewis and student helpers for 
painting it.  
 
Lost property will be relocated from the corridor in the main building to the new cupboard 
(near the eating area) for the start of 2019. Our Grade 6 monitors will unlock the cupboard 
each morning and it will be locked again at the end of the day.   
We have a variety of items looking to be reunited with their owners before the end of the 

week. Please visit lost property (still currently located in the corridor) to collect any lost 

items.  


