[image: kilmore][image: kilmore]KILMORE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Transition Policy



Kilmore Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of children and young people. Our school employs a range of strategies to embed a culture of child safety in compliance with the Child Safety Standards and Ministerial Order No. 870.

Aim:
School transition occurs as students move into, within and beyond their education settings, which are vital stages in children’s education and overall development. The transition process is important for future emotional, social and intellectual growth. It should enhance a child’s independence and support successful participation in primary and secondary school life. Transition aims to alleviate difficulties and recognises that children’s individual needs may vary according to social background, experiences, and stages of development. 

Rationale/Objectives:
The Transition program aims to:
· support and empower the child and family, and provide collaboration between all people and institutions involved in the transition process
· inform families about Kilmore Primary School
· develop a sense of belonging
· develop knowledge of the structure and expectations of the learning environment
· reduce anxiety

Implementation: 
· A teacher will be assigned the responsibility of Foundation transition and provided with time to attend Cluster PLT transition meetings, organise transition dates and class groups.
· Kilmore Primary School will conduct:
· a school open morning on a Saturday during State Education Week 
· two Discovery Mornings in August, open to all prospective Foundation students
· provide the opportunity for all pre-school students to attend three orientation sessions in term 4
· provide a transition morning in December for students in years 1 -5 transferring to KPS from other schools 
· School tours run on a regular basis across the year
· Teachers will prepare transition sessions that allow students to develop social relationships and
understand expectations of teachers in the appropriate grade level
· A teacher will be assigned the responsibility of year 6 to 7 transition and provided with time to ensure they organise relevant orientation sessions and transition paper work
· Teachers and transition coordinators will liaise with local secondary schools to arrange reciprocal visits where relevant i.e. invitations from secondary schools to attend school drama performances, Taster Days
· Students in grade 6 will be provided with orientation sessions from the appropriate secondary school
· All relevant documentation from the secondary schools will be sent home with the students
· All secondary school enrolment forms submitted by the due date will be forwarded to the appropriate school
· Teachers of year 6 students will complete transition forms for secondary schools
· Students are supported and prepared for the following year’s level by participating in transition visits during December each year. Students meet their new teacher and new classmates
· A buddy program will be implemented to support transition across the school
· Families are notified of the classroom and the classroom teacher before the end of the school year
· Students with special needs will be provided with the opportunity for extra transition sessions
· Students moving to Kilmore Primary School from a neighbouring primary school may only begin at the start of terms one and three as per the cluster schools agreement, unless extenuating circumstances have occurred and both the exiting and entering school principals agree.  


Resources/Useful links:
Transition to School Department of Education - Early Childhood 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/transition/Pages/default.aspx
Transition to School Department of Education – Primary School
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/primary/Pages/default.aspx
Transition to School Department of Education – Secondary School
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/secondary/Pages/default.aspx
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Pre-school to Foundation Transition
At Kilmore Primary School we aim to make the transition from pre-school to Foundation a smooth, happy and successful experience for each child. Our transition program includes ongoing communication and visits with our local kindergartens, an Open Morning on a Saturday in Education Week each year, Discovery Open Mornings where prospective students participate in a number school like activities and formal transition sessions in term 4 each year. We encourage and welcome visits from potential students and families with a familiarisation tour of our school being offered Wednesday mornings at 10.00am. Extra transition is provided for students with special needs.

In term 4 prospective Foundation students and their parents/guardians are invited to take part in a Foundation orientation program comprising three visits to KPS. Students participate in learning activities in a Foundation classroom enabling them to become familiar with the surroundings and school routines. During this time parents have the opportunity to attend an information session about our school and learn how to best assist their child in the transition to school life. The prospective Foundation students are well supported by a grade 5 buddy (grade 6 the following year) providing security and a bonding relationship with an older student at the school. All parents receive a detailed information package and the students are given a welcome show bag.

 Grade 6 to Secondary College Transition
Our goal at Kilmore Primary School is to provide a smooth and efficient transition from primary to secondary school with support and extra transition provided for those who require it. The transition coordinator receives and distributes information provided by the Department of Education and local secondary colleges, and circulates flyers and keeps students and parents informed about information evenings. Grade 6 teachers complete transition statements for their students to be passed on to the relevant secondary colleges. Throughout the year Grade 6 students participate in transition events hosted by two local secondary schools including the Wallan SC Taster Day and Broadford SC school production.

Moving Up- Transition between Grade Levels
The transition from one grade level to the next can be challenging for some students. To make this shift more easily, students have the opportunity to spend some time in their next year level and meet their classroom teachers during two transition sessions in term 4 each year. Extra transition is provided for students with special needs. 
Students transferring to Kilmore PS in grade levels other than Foundation also have the opportunity to attend a transition session on the second Tuesday of December (the day Grade 6 students’ transition to secondary school)
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