NEWSLETTER

Wednesday, 22nd April 2020

Mr O’Sullivan
In our first newsletter of the remote learning period, I would like to extend my gratitude and
congratulations to all members of our school community for the effort they have put in to making remote
learning work. It has been a challenge for everyone, but we are working through this together and we will
get to the other end of this time as a strong community. Looking at the front page of our newsletter, it is
clear that there is some amazing remote learning occurring in our community and that our students and
families are rising to the challenge of these times.
Of course, this is an unprecedented change to the model of how schools operate and it has been forced
upon us at short notice. Of course, there are going to be difficulties. Of course there are going to be ups
and downs. However, the most important message is that we will get through this period together, support
each other through the difficult times and return to school with a stronger sense of how our community
can work together during a time of need.
One of the most important messages I have for our school community is that we do not have a “one size
fits all approach” to remote learning. We understand that everyone’s circumstances are different and we
will work with you to put in place the supports you need to make remote learning work for you. Each week
I will send out a brief survey to ask our families to identify areas in which they need support – if you
complete these surveys, we will get in touch to provide any help we can.
Next week we will be fully implementing the Google classroom platform. Congratulations to all of our
parents, students and teachers for so quickly adopting this technology. As a school, over 90% of our
students have enrolled! We are aware that some people are experiencing technology issues and we will
work through these to get everyone connected in the end. Over this week, it has been fabulous to see all
of the student posts in addition to the vast array of work samples which have been uploaded. From next
week you can expect daily contact with your child through the Google classroom platform. Of course if you
were not fully comfortable with this technology, there is no compulsion to use it-we will still make
hardcopy packs available to families who find that this is the best Mode of learning for their child.
Finally, I would like to celebrate some of the acts of kindness and unique ways of working that has risen to
the surface in the first five days of remote learning:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Our staff have organised “drive though” pickups for hardcopy work.
We have provided technology access to our families who have requested this service.
Our wellbeing team have worked to support students and families who need assistance.
We are supporting our essential services families through our onsite program.
Our teachers are responding to the needs of parents and students through phone conversations and
regular email contact to support families in the early days of remote learning.
Our office staff have worked tirelessly to promptly resolve issues such as access to Compass for our
parents.
Our Education Support are making individual contact with families and students to support their
needs.

As Principal, I am incredibly proud of how our staff have supported our community. These are challenging
times but through kindness, resilience and by offering a helping hand to those who need it, our community
will rise to this challenge.
All the best,
Neil O’Sullivan
Principal

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Happy Birthday to the following students who are
celebrating their birthday in the coming week.
We hope you have a lovely day.
April
23rd

Kylah
Alex
Ryan
Dylan
Tarquinn

FJ
1N
4M
4V
4V

24th

Aleesha

6O

25th

Ethan
Renee

2D
3R

26th

Sienna
Keanu
Elih

2T
2T
5H

27th

Hunter

6O

28th

Grace

2J

29th

Mason
Grace
Phoebe

FL
1H
1S

Guess Who………
I started teaching in 2018 at Kilmore Primary
School.
I am 24 years old.
A goal I want to achieve by the end of 2020 is to do
a cartwheel.
As a child I grew up playing sports every day of the
week.
I participated in Karate for 8 years and have played
netball for almost 20 years.
I have 2 jack russell dogs.
I enjoy relaxing in my spare time by reading,
looking after plants and going on adventures.
What I look forward to most about school is our
dress up days! You may remember some of my past
costumes, one involved a giant lolly pop and orange
face.

Where’s Wally?
Can our students find Mr Wilson’s three pets in this
week’s newsletter???
Hint: There is 2
dogs and 1 cat.

Numeracy News
Mrs Vilinskis and Captain Marvel the Amazing Mathematician have been working
with the teachers to plan interesting Maths activities for all of the students.
Captain Marvel would love it if students could email pictures of their maths work
to Mrs Vilinskis at vilinskis.michelle.a@edumail.vic.gov.au especially so he can
continue his mission to see how ‘Maths is everywhere!’, even when you are
working remotely.
See you next time.

CAPTAIN MARVEL
(The Amazing Meerkat Mathematician)

There has been lots of great Literacy learning going on at home. Thanks to everyone who has submitted their
work to their teachers.

Writing letters is one way to spread positivity during the Coronavirus Pandemic. In Term 1 our students from
Years 1-6 learnt how to write letters. This could be the perfect time to write letters to friends, grandparents, aunts
and uncles.
In addition to the educational value of letter-writing, handwritten letters or cards can be very special for those
on the receiving end, particularly in the coming months as more people find themselves alone for prolonged
periods of time.
For other great ideas of how to spread positivity, please see
https://education.abc.net.au/newsandarticles/blog/-/b/3523402/10-ways-to-spread-positivity-during-thecoronavirus-pandemic

If you are looking for a game to play, you could play this version of ‘I spy’. If I was playing with Miss George, I
would look at the pictures below and I would say to her, “I spy with my little eye something beginning with a.”
She might reply “Apple.” Apple was correct. Then it would be her turn. She would say, “I spy with my little eye
something beginning with ...” and I would try to guess what she was looking at.

For more I spy games, please see https://www.papertraildesign.com/free-printable-road-trip-games-for-kids-ispy/
Have a great week.
Ms White

Green for Growth

Just like the new growth of a plant, we are all on a significant
learning journey at this time.
While it’s not always going to be easy, let’s celebrate together
as a community, just how far we’ve already come.

This week your challenge is to wear

Green for Growth
on TUESDAY!

Don’t forget to post a picture to your google classroom, of you
(and maybe your whole family) wearing green!

Bookclub Update

ANZAC DAY 2020

Saturday 25th April will mark ANZAC Day 2020, a significant day as we pause and reflect on the
service and sacrifice of all those who have served and are currently serving.
ANZAC Day 2020 will not look like the ANZAC Day that so many of us are used to participating in.
There will be a Dawn Service, wreaths will be laid, the last post will be played, a minute of
silence in memory of the fallen will be observed, but the service community and the public will be
asked to stay at home.
This does not mean that ANZAC Day is cancelled. It just means that ANZAC Day will be different.
In 2020, on April 25, while you can't go to the Shrine of Remembrance or a local Dawn Service, the
RSL is asking that instead you #STANDTO.
As the Last Post is played during the ANZAC Day Dawn Service walk outside, stand in your yard,
driveway, or on your balcony and observe a minute of silence in respect of our veterans. Make
sure that you snap a quick photo and share it on the RSL Vic’s Facebook page using the hashtag
#STANDTO.
Together, let’s amplify our commitment to the ANZAC spirit. Lest We Forget.
For more information please visit the official RSL Victoria Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/rslvic/

https://

We would love to see photos of
any ANZAC Day activities your
children are completing over
the next week, if you could
please send through to
kilmore.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Colouring Page

Words from wellbeing
We recognise that this is a tricky time for everyone so I just wanted to reinforce that
I am still working on-site and available for student and family support. I can be
contacted on 5782 1268 or batsas-hill.kimberly.a@edumail.vic.gov.au during school
hours. The following services are also available out of business hours:
Kids Helpline: Offering free counselling and advice for young people between the
ages of 5 years and 25 years of age.
Ph: 1800 551 800
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
Parentline: 1300 30 1300
https://parentline.com.au/
Safe Steps: 24/7 Sexual assault, domestic and family violence
Ph: 1800 015 188
https://www.safesteps.org.au/
Lifeline: Crisis support
Ph: 13 11 14
https://www.lifeline.org.au/
In an event of an emergency, please call 000

Wellbeing Wednesday
Students will start to receive relevant year-level wellbeing content. This will be uploaded onto
Google Classrooms and also made available via hardcopy. Each week, I will also include a range
of strategies, ideas and topics in the weekly newsletter that covers wellbeing needs such as
feelings, parenting, resilience, growth mindset and motivation. The first topic for today is
“indoor games and activities we can do at home to get us moving”.
Some fun art ideas:

Silly Faces

Junk Sculpture

Look into a mirror and pull
some silly faces. Choose one
of the faces to draw.
(perhaps you could ask
someone to pose for your
drawing. Maybe you could
turn your silly pose into a
character and write a story
about them)

Do you have sticky tape or
glue and empty cereal boxes,
juice bottles or containers?
Make a sculpture out of what
you can find. It could be a
robot, a truck, a character or
simply abstract.

