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February 3rd 2020

Mr O’Sullivan

2021 Term Dates

Welcome Back

Term 1 - 27th Jan to 1st April

Team Challenge Day

I would like to wish everyone a warm welcome to the 2021 school
year. We have had a fabulous start back to the school year at
Kilmore Primary School with 540 students (including 74 Foundation
students!) bringing tremendous energy to our campus. There is a
great buzz across the school as students settle into solid learning
routines and establish their classroom culture. It has also been
wonderful to welcome our parents and guardians back on site and
already our school has the feel of the “old normal.” It has been a
great pleasure chatting and catching up with parents and
guardians each morning. While our school and community coped
admirably with the challenges of 2020, nothing can replace the
special feeling of parents, students and school staff being together
on the one site. I would like to thank all of our staff for the hard
work they have put in to ensuring that we begin the 2021 school
year with momentum and high expectations.

Wednesday 10th

New Staff

Foundation students don’t attend
school

I would like to welcome a number of new staff who will be working
with us at KPS in 2021. Joining our teaching team, we have Erin
McCredden (Foundation), Rhianna Kyllo (Foundation), Sarah
Keunen
(Grade 2), Jacque Ockenden (Grade 5) and Luke
Baniowski (Grade 6). I am also delighted to announce that in 2021,
KPS has been able to expand our Student Wellbeing Team with the
commencement of Richie Boyer (Student Programs Co-ordinator)
and Roland Gardiner (School Chaplain.) I am looking forward to
working with all of our new staff in 2021 and inducting them into
the “KPS Way.”

Term 2 - 19th April to 25th June
Term 3 - 12th July to 17th Sept
Term 4 - 4th October to 17th
December

DATES TO NOTE
February
Friday 5th

Thursday 11th
STOMP Incursion and Evening Concert
(More information in the newsletter)
Swimming Trials for Gr 3 — Gr 6
Friday 12th
Grade 6 Jacket final round orders close
Wednesday 17th
Foundation students don’t attend
school
Friday 19th
Mitchell District Swimming
Championships at Whittlesea Swim
Centre
Wednesday 24th
Foundation students don’t attend
school
March
Thursday 11th
School Photo Day

Curriculum Focus
In the first two weeks of school, our major curriculum focus is
upon implementing the Ready, Set, Go program. This program,
which has been devised by KPS staff, focuses on establishing
strong learning routines and the personal and social skills that lead
to academic success. Walking through our classrooms, I have been
greatly impressed by the high expectations that our teachers and
students have established during the first five days of the school
year.
School Values: Kind, Proud, Safe
One of our great strengths at KPS is the explicit set of values which
underpin our school. We are beginning the school year with a
strong focus on our school value of being proud. We are making a
special effort to ensure that our school environment is well
presented and that as a school we show pride in our facilities, our
uniform and take pride in academic achievement. Across the
school, we are engaging in a number of projects to improve our
facilities and classroom environment.
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Continued

Over the holidays, we completed our Foundation to Grade 2 passive play space. As you will see from the photos
elsewhere in the newsletter, we have created a beautiful area for our junior students to engage in passive play
options. We have also refurbished and repainted all of our student toilets, completing a project which was
suggested by our Student Action Team. Over the remainder of the year, our School Council have planned a
number of facilities “uplift” projects which will further enhance our school’s physical environment and learning
spaces.
Student Voice at KPS
At this Friday‘s virtual assembly, our student leaders for 2021 will be receiving their leadership badges. Student
voice and student leadership are central to our vision for student learning at Kilmore Primary School. As a school
we want our students to have a voice in what they are learning, to be self-motivated learners and to know the
big picture regarding what they are learning. In 2021 Mrs Tenille Rowe will be coordinating the Student Action
Team and building upon the great work she completed during the most challenging of circumstances in 2020.
School Council Elections
While on the topic of leadership and elections, over the next few weeks we will be holding an election process to
constitute our School Council membership for 2021. School Councils play a crucial part in the governance of
Victorian state schools and being a part of School Council is a wonderful opportunity to make a lasting
contribution to our school. A full overview of the election process will be emailed to parents and guardians on
Monday, February 8th.
Compass School Administration System
For those parents new to KPS, the Compass school administration system is our major communication tool.
Parents login letters were emailed to everyone on Monday and these will provide you with the details to access
your compass portal via the Compass app. Parents will be able to lodge attendance notes through the app,
receive school notifications and pay for camps and excursions online. If you are having any difficulties with the
system, please get in contact with our office team and they will be able to assist you with your query.
Looking forward to a fabulous 2021 at Kilmore Primary School. It is great to be back and even better that our
community is back with us!

All the best

Neil O’Sullivan
Principal

Welcome to our 2021 Foundation Students

Ackston Cleary — FJ

Alex Downie — FJ

Isla Hillebrand — FJ

Nixxon Daniels & Antonius Gulla - FJ

Ss
Indi Sannwald — FJ

Our 2021 Foundation students
practising the letter S.
Foundation J practised with
chalk above, whilst Foundation M
practised with shaving cream below.

Montana Power, Lana Wright, & Alexia Pettit-Evans — FM

Favour Hancock, Aleah Jones & Madeline Gray — FM

REMINDER TO WEAR YOUR HAT
Just a reminder that all students need to wear
hats. All students and staff are required to
wear hats that protect their face, neck and
ears, i.e. legionnaire, broad brimmed or
bucket hats, whenever they are outside.
Baseball or peak caps are not considered a
suitable alternative. The school policy states
that sun protection is to be used from
September until the end of April or whenever
UV levels reach three or more.

Happy Birthday to the following
students who are celebrating their
birthday this week.
February

Updating of Details
Please remember to return the following
documents that have recently been sent home.


2021 permission to publish student images



2021 consent to conduct head lice
Inspections



Student Enrolment
Information

4th

Darcie Britton
Ava Male

1S
2K

6th

Charlotte Gazzara
Indie Parker
Kabeer Makkar

FR
2T
6B

9th

Kayden Banks

FE

10th

Cooper Bacon

5O

Late Arrivals
If your child arrives after
8.50am please ensure that
your child is signed in at
the office. If they are not
signed in you will receive
an SMS stating that your
child is away.

STOMP Dance Company
We are excited to announce that on Thursday 11th February, STOMP DANCE COMPANY is returning
to Kilmore Primary School. We have all had such a great time over the last few years participating in
STOMP and we asked them to come back again in 2021 to kick start our year with a whole school
community event. The STOMP team have developed routines that incorporate fitness, co-ordination,
and basic to complex motor skills along with team and partner work. All students will
participate in the incursion throughout the day. There is no cost to families.
There will be a special evening performance for parents starting at 6:00pm and finishing at
7:00pm. This will be held outdoors on the AstroTurf area with Covid social distancing
to apply.

Team Challenge Day

(In school activity)

This Friday morning we will be celebrating our Team Challenge Day. Students
will be involved in three activities designed to promote team and school
connectedness. There will be Art, Science and PE based activities.
We ask that students pack their runners in their bag on Friday morning. PE
uniform is not necessary, just a pair of runners.
Keep an eye out in next week’s newsletter for photos.

From the Administration Team
All families will have received a number of items for updating/confirmation of details. It is important to
check and complete the forms and return them to school to ensure that we have accurate, up to date
records at school. This is particularly relevant for contact details and emergency contact information. If
you are unsure about anything, please do not hesitate to contact the office.
Our newsletter comes out every Wednesday and includes important dates, upcoming events and activities
along with what’s happening in the classrooms and around the school. We strongly encourage everyone to
read it so that you can keep abreast of what’s happening in the school.
The weekly newsletter is distributed both via Compass and email.

Compass School Manager
Compass logins have been sent out via email earlier this week, if you have not received one, please call the
office to check we have your correct email on file.
If your child is absent for any reason, you can input an attendance note via Compass and then you don’t need
to call the office to explain. Parents can also view and print Student Reports.
Kim Parker, Kim Evans & Barb Canty

Accident Insurance, Ambulance Cover and Private Property
We would like to remind families that the Department of Education and Training does not provide personal
accident insurance or ambulance cover for students. Parents and guardians of students, who do not have
student accident insurance / ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for
injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transportation.
Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and the Department of
Education and Training does not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage. This can include mobile
phones, calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises. As the Department of
Education and Training does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and has no capacity
to pay for any loss or damage to such property, students should be discouraged from bringing any
unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school.
Parents or guardians can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers if they wish.

Privacy Statement
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website https://
www.kilmoreps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/privacy_information_for_parents__carers.pdf
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. This
information is also available in nine community languages:











Amharic
Arabic
Dari
Mandarin
Somali
Sudanese
Turkish
Urdu
Vietnamese.

School Crossing and Bus Zone
A reminder from our lovely crossing supervisors and bus driver, for the
safety of all of our children, please don’t park in the ‘No Standing/No
Parking’ sections. All No Parking/No Standing zones are clearly signed.

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE
Applications for Conveyance Allowance for Term 1 2021 are now open. Application forms are available from
the school office. Please ensure that the completed form is returned to school by Friday 12th March 2021.
Eligibility Criteria
The eligibility criteria varies depending on the type of school attended and where it is located.
Students attending a government or non-government school must:
 attend their nearest government or non-government school/campus appropriate to their year level at which

admission is permissible
 be enrolled at a school/campus outside Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance boundary
 reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus attended
 be of school age (5 to 18 years old at time of application) and reside in Victoria.

Note: Eligibility is assessed when the school completes your child’s application on the Student Conveyance
Allowance System (SCAS). If approved, the allowance payable is based on the one way distance to make the
journey to and from school. For further information regarding the Conveyance Allowance Program see:
www.education.vic.gov.au/travellingtoschool.

Thursday 18th February 2021

“Keeping Safe at KPS” – Site Access For Parents and Guardians
To ensure the continued safety of our school community, our school will be implementing the
following "Keeping Safe at KPS" practices in Term 1.
Parents/Guardians will be permitted on site for a maximum time of 15 minutes before and after
school.
Access to the school site will be limited to the outdoor areas – this is to minimise risk and contact
tracing requirements.
Social distancing must be adhered to at all times by visitors to the school site.
No student access will be available through the front office; students will need to enter through their
assigned gate.
Gates will be opened from 8.30 am each morning and will be shut at 8.50 am.
Foundation students will be dismissed from the steps of the Foundation classrooms at 3 pm.
Foundation parents can access the school site from 2.50 pm through the Sutherland Street gate.
All other students will be dismissed using staggered dismissals to allocated gates. The first dismissal
will take place at 3.05 pm, the second dismissal will take place at 3.10 pm. (Please refer to the
Staggered Dismissal information below.)
Staff can be contacted via email, Dojo, telephone or via the office for an appointment time.
Visitors to the school administration area will need to follow the COVID Safe practices and capacity
limits displayed at the Sutherland Street entry.
Students will continue to sanitise their hands upon entry to their classrooms and throughout the day.
Staggered Dismissal Times
As part of the Department of Education’s COVID Safe Plan, schools are still required to manage the
dispersal of students and the congregation of adults outside school gates. During Term 1, we will
continue to implement the staggered dismissal structure that we used during Term 4 of 2020.
Students will be dismissed based on the first letter of their surname using the following system:

Please note:

Dismissal 1: 3.05pm:
First Letter of Surname Dismissal Gate



If there are two different surnames in a
family, use the surname of the oldest
child.



Students who walk to school or travel to
school by bike will leave at the second
dismissal time.



Students who walk to school or travel to
school by bike can use the most
convenient gate to exit the school site.



Students who are participating in OHSC
program (or other like program) will
leave at the second dismissal

M to P

Sutherland Street (Art Room gate) 

Students accessing a school bus will be
dismissed at the second dismissal.

R to S

Lancefield Road

T to Z

Railway Crescent

A to C

Sutherland Street (Art Room gate)

D to G

Railway Crescent

H to L

Lancefield Road

Dismissal 2: 3.10pm:
First Letter of Surname

Dismissal Gate

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond
the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out
on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part
of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link
between a student’s background and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS

HOW TO APPLY

FUND (CSEF)
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences
in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper
understanding of how the world works while sports teach
teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a
healthy curriculum.

New applicants should contact the school office to
obtain a CSEF application form or download from
the website below.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps
and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A
special consideration category also exists for asylum
seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the
school to use towards expenses relating to camps,
excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your
child.

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last
year, you do not need to complete an application
form this year unless there has been a change in
your family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if
any of the following changes have occurred:

new student enrolments; your child
has started or changed schools this year.

Changed family circumstances; such
as a change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings
commencing this year.
Check with the school office if you are unsure.

The annual CSEF amount per student is:
$125 for primary school students
$225 for secondary school students

MORE INFORMATION
For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

Master Blaster Cricket is back at Kilmore!!
Master Blasters is for kids (aged 7-10) who are ready to take their cricket skills
to a game environment. The program runs modified T20 games over 6 weeks
where every child gets a chance to bat, bowl and field.
Master Blasters is a super fun, social, safe cricket program which is much
shorter than traditional cricket, with a maximum of 90 minutes playing time.
All equipment is supplied and games take place at the same venue each week.
Register online at www.playcricket.com and nominate Kilmore as your home
club.

Sessions will run on Mondays from 4:40pm—6:00pm starting on Monday 8th
February until Monday 15th March at Hunts Road Oval.
Call Kilmore Cricket Club Junior Coordinator, Cath Mogridge on 0408 855 833
with any queries.

Aussie Hoops Romsey is Coming.
Registrations are now open at the below link:
https://aussiehoops.basketball/
Monday afternoons, 4.30pm to 5.30pm, 7 week program starting Feb 8th.
For more information please contact Rachel Wood at secretary@romseybasketball.com.au

