
 

 

Student Leaders at KPS 

At last week‘s virtual assembly, it was my great pleasure to present all of our 
student leaders for 2021 with their leadership badges. I have been highly 
impressed by the enthusiasm that our student leaders have shown for their roles 
and they have literally been banging down my door to present their views and 
thoughts on how we can make KPS even better in 2021. Over the course of the 
year our student leaders will have the opportunity to work with Mrs Tenille Rowe, 
who is our Student Voice and Agency coordinator, to develop an action plan to 
implement their priorities for 2021. I look forward to working with and assisting 
all of our student leaders across the year. 
 

School Council 2021 

Becoming a member of School Council is one of the many ways that parents can 
engage with and support our school. Today I will be sending home information 
on the School Council election process for 2021. I would encourage all members 
of our parent community to become involved in the School Council as it is a great 
way to be involved in our school improvement journey. 
 

Student Learning in 2021 

As always, there is lots of fabulous learning taking place at KPS. In 2021, one of 
our focus areas is to continue the implementation of the Reader’s and Writer’s 
Workshop approach. This approach to the teaching of literacy incorporates 
greater student voice, choice and agency into the teaching of reading and 
writing. In a nutshell, we are seeking to develop students who are passionate 
about reading and writing, know their learning goals and understand the process 
to achieving their goals. In mathematics, our key focus is on developing students’ 
problem solving and reasoning skills. Our major focus within student wellbeing is 
the roll out of our wellbeing framework, with an emphasis on developing 
students’ friendship and mental wellbeing skills. At KPS, we are fortunate to have 
a highly committed workforce who are incredibly committed to achieving our 
school goals. I am looking forward to an exciting year of learning and growth for 
everyone at KPS.  

Punctuality 

In 2021, punctuality and readiness for learning from 8.50am is a major focus for 
our school. We have streamlined our morning start-up processes to ensure that 
focussed teaching begins at 8.50am. As the saying goes: “every minute matters.” 
Punctual attendance at school is a key component of supporting your child’s 
engagement in learning and in ensuring they have a great start to the school day. 
I would urge all parents to ensure that their child is at school by 8.40am to set 
them up for success, both socially and academically.  

French Language Program 

In 2021 all students that attend Kilmore Primary School will participate in a French 
language program delivered by Miss Sophie North. The program began on Monday 
of this week with Miss North delivering lessons to Foundation to Grade 2 students. 
Building upon the flexibility we learn during remote learning, Miss North is 
delivering her French lessons via videoconferencing with the assistance of 
students’ classroom teacher. Miss North, who taught Grade 6 at KPS in 2020, is 
fluent in many languages and has enormous passion for language teaching. Our 
students have greatly enjoyed their introductory lesson and we are looking 
forward to developing a fabulous French language program in 2021. 

 

All the best 

Neil O’Sullivan 

Principal 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

February 10th 2020 

 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1 - 27th Jan to 1st April 

Term 2 - 19th April to 25th 
June 

Term 3 - 12th July to 17th 
Sept 

Term 4 - 4th October to 17th 
December 

 

DATES TO NOTE 

February 
 

Thursday 11th  

STOMP Incursion 
 

Swimming Trials for Gr 3 — 
Gr 6 
 

Friday 12th       

Grade 6 Jacket final round 
orders close 
 

Wednesday 17th  

Foundation students 
assessment day 
 

Thursday 18th 

Book Club — Issue one 
closes 
 

Friday 19th  

Mitchell District Swimming 
Championships at Whittlesea 
Swim Centre 
 

Tuesday 23rd 

School Tour — 9:30am 
 

Wednesday 24th 

Foundation students 
assessment day 
 

Mr O’Sullivan 



 

 
 

Happy Birthday to the following  

students who are celebrating their  

birthday this week. 
 

 

February 
 

11th  Aubree Crone   FE 

12th  Ella Thompson   5F 

13th  Mia Dean    FE 
  Tahlia Nikolic   3S 

14th  Dakota Jennings  1H 
  Liam Toussaint   4V  

 

15th  Blake Agnew    4F 
  Hayley Thompson-Boyd  6E 

16th  Zachary Knight    2D 
  Caden Galea    6J 

 

  STOMP Dance Company 

 

We are excited to announce that on Thursday 
11th February, STOMP DANCE COMPANY is 
returning to Kilmore Primary School. We have all 
had such a great time over the last few years 
participating in STOMP and we asked them to 
come back again in 2021 to kick start our year. 
The STOMP team have developed 
routines that incorporate fitness, co-
ordination, and basic to complex motor 
skills along with team and partner work. 
All students will participate in the 
incursion throughout the day. There is 
no cost to families. 

 

Updating of Details 
 

Please remember to return the following 
documents that have recently been sent home. 

 2021 permission to publish student images 

 2021 consent to conduct head 
lice Inspections 

 Student Enrolment 
Information 



 

 

Whole School Team Challenge 

Last Friday the 5th of February saw the entire school celebrate the great learning achieved in the Ready, Set, Go 
Program. Students were allocated multi-age groups and rotated around three activities. The excitement, laughter, fun 
and team cooperation was very evident. Towers of 2.3 meters were made, the Art activity displayed in the office looks 
amazing and the PE activities in the stadium were a hit!  The objective of the day to provide students with an 
opportunity to work together and solve problems was clearly met. Well done staff and students on a great morning of 
challenges and solutions. 



 

 

 

Welcome back to school! It has been so lovely to see everyone again. 

 

 

During our Ready, Set, Go program students have been getting set up for their learning. Students have: got their 
book boxes ready with their ‘good fit’ books, selected books for home reading, and set up their Writer’s Notebooks. 
They have been reading independently and they are building their reading stamina. Students are familiar with the 
routines and structures within Literacy lessons. We are all set up for a great year of learning! 

 

 

This week our Year 1-6 students will be setting up their Writer’s Notebooks. These notebooks are an important 
component of the Writing Workshop approach. They are used to ‘create a place for students (and writers) to save 
their words—in the form of a memory, a reflection, a list, a rambling of thoughts, a sketch, or even a scrap of print 
taped on the page’ (Buckner, 2005, p.4). The notebook serves as a means to encourage young writers to value 
writing. 

 

Next week students will begin learning about narrative writing. Students will be analysing narratives in Reading 
lessons too. Our Foundation students will begin their book making unit.  I can’t wait to read everyone’s stories! 

 

 

We seem to be missing some of our readers. If you find any on bookshelves at home, could you please send them 
into school? 

We have just purchased some new take home readers. They will be distributed to classrooms soon. 

 

 

Discussing the content and meaning of books is an important part of reading. Chat about the book before, during 
and after reading, and encourage your child to share their ideas and to ask questions about the book. 

 

Here are some questions you can ask before, during and after reading the book: 

>  Look at the cover.  What do you think this book might be about? 

>  How would you describe the character at the beginning of the story? 

>  How does the place the book is set in make you feel? 

>  What is happening in the pictures? 

>  What do you think is going to happen next? 

>  Why might a character have done this?  What would you do in the same situation? 

>  Who was your favourite character in the story?  Why did you like that character? 

>  What was your favourite part of the book? 

>  Can you retell  the story in your own words? 
 

For more Literacy and Numeracy tips please see: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/
english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf 
 

Emma White 

Literacy Leader  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf


 

“Keeping Safe at KPS” – Site Access For Parents and Guardians 
 

To ensure the continued safety of our school community, our school will be implementing the 
following "Keeping Safe at KPS" practices in Term 1.   

Parents/Guardians will be permitted on site for a maximum time of 15 minutes before and after 
school. 

Access to the school site will be limited to the outdoor areas – this is to minimise risk and contact 
tracing requirements. 

Social distancing must be adhered to at all times by visitors to the school site. 

No student access will be available through the front office; students will need to enter through their 
assigned gate. 

Gates will be opened from 8.30 am each morning and will be shut at 8.50 am. 

Foundation students will be dismissed from the steps of the Foundation classrooms at 3 pm. 
Foundation parents can access the school site from 2.50 pm through the Sutherland Street gate. 

All other students will be dismissed using staggered dismissals to allocated gates. The first dismissal 
will take place at 3.05 pm, the second dismissal will take place at 3.10 pm. (Please refer to the 
Staggered Dismissal information below.) 

Staff can be contacted via email, Dojo, telephone or via the office for an appointment time. 

Visitors to the school administration area will need to follow the COVID Safe practices and capacity 
limits displayed at the Sutherland Street entry. 

Students will continue to sanitise their hands upon entry to their classrooms and throughout the day. 

 

Staggered Dismissal Times 

 
As part of the Department of Education’s COVID Safe Plan, schools are still required to manage the 
dispersal of students and the congregation of adults outside school gates. During Term 1, we will 
continue to implement the staggered dismissal structure that we used during Term 4 of 2020. 
Students will be dismissed based on the first letter of their surname using the following system:  
   

 

 

 

Please note:  
   

 If there are two different surnames in a 
family, use the surname of the oldest 
child. 

 Students who walk to school or travel to 
school by bike will leave at the second 
dismissal time. 

 Students who walk to school or travel to 
school by bike can use the most 
convenient gate to exit the school site. 

 Students who are participating in OHSC 
program (or other like program) will 
leave at the second dismissal 

 Students accessing a school bus will be 
dismissed at the second dismissal. 
 

 

  Dismissal 1: 3.05pm: 
  

 First Letter of Surname  Dismissal Gate 

  A to C  Sutherland Street (Art Room gate) 

 D to G  Railway Crescent 

 H to L  Lancefield Road 

 

   Dismissal 2: 3.10pm: 
  

 First Letter of Surname  Dismissal Gate 

  M to P  Sutherland Street (Art Room gate)  

  R to S  Lancefield Road 

  T to Z  Railway Crescent 



 

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE  

 

Applications for Conveyance Allowance for Term 1 2021 are now open.  Application forms are available from 
the school office.  Please ensure that the completed form is returned to school by Friday 12th March 2021. 

  

Eligibility Criteria 

The eligibility criteria varies depending on the type of school attended and where it is located. 

Students attending a government or non-government school must: 

  attend their nearest government or non-government school/campus appropriate to their year level at which 

admission is permissible 

  be enrolled at a school/campus outside Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance boundary 

  reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus attended 

  be of school age (5 to 18 years old at time of application) and reside in Victoria. 

 

Note: Eligibility is assessed when the school completes your child’s application on the Student Conveyance 
Allowance System (SCAS). If approved, the allowance payable is based on the one way distance to make the 
journey to and from school.  For further information regarding the Conveyance Allowance Program see: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/travellingtoschool.  

 

School Crossing and Bus Zone 

 

A reminder from our lovely crossing supervisors and bus driver, for the 
safety of all of our children, please do not park in the ‘Bus Zone’ and/or 
‘‘No Standing/No Parking’ sections.  All Bus Zones and No Parking/No 
Standing zones are clearly signed. 

 

Thursday 18th February 2021 



FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
 
 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond 
the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out 
on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part 
of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link 
between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS       

FUND (CSEF) 

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences 
in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper 
understanding of how the world works while sports teach 
teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All are a part of a 
healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist 
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps 
and sporting activities. 

 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a 
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A 
special consideration category also exists for asylum 
seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the 
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, 
excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your 
child. 

 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

$125 for primary school students 

$225 for secondary school students 

HOW TO APPLY 

 
New applicants should contact the school office to   
obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
the website below.  

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last 
year, you do not need to complete an application 
form this year unless there has been a change in 
your family circumstances.  

You only need to complete an application form if 
any of the following changes have occurred: 

 new student enrolments; your child 
has started or changed schools this year. 

 Changed family circumstances; such 
as a change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing this year. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

  

MORE INFORMATION 
 

For more information about CSEF visit: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx


 

WORDS FROM WELLBEING 
 

Just a reminder that all Students and familiescan access school  

based wellbeing supports. Kimberly can be contacted on 5782 1268  or 

at kimberly.batsas-hill@education.vic.gov.au  

 

Best,  

Kimberly Batsas-Hill 

Primary Welfare Officer 

 

Kids Helpline 

 

 

Ph: 1800 551 800  

https://kidshelpline.com.au/  

 

Parentline 

 

 

Ph: 13 22 89  

https://parentline.com.au/  

 

Safe Steps 

 
 

Sexual assault, domestic and 
family violence  

Ph: 1800 015 188  
https://

www.safesteps.org.au/   

 

Lifeline 

 

 

Ph: 13 11 14  

https://
www.lifeline.org.au/ 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://parentline.com.au/
https://www.safesteps.org.au/
https://www.safesteps.org.au/
https://www.lifeline.org.au/
https://www.lifeline.org.au/

