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2021 Term Dates
Term 1 - 27th Jan to 1st April
Term 2 - 19th April to 25th June
Term 3 - 12th July to 17th
September
Term 4 - 4th October to 17th
December

DATES TO NOTE
Dante Spratt

March
Thursday 11th

Lara Rainey
Hunter Sapwell & Gabby Clayton

School Photo Day
Friday 12th

Our library has
reopened to
students this
week for
borrowing.

Grade 3/4 Camp 2nd instalment
Friday 12th
Term 1 Conveyance Allowance
applications close

Students from
5H enjoying
their library
session.

Friday 26th
Grade 3/4 Camp third instalment
April

Blake Benham

Marlee Marlow & Hannah Cox

Thursday 1st April
End of Term 1 — 2.30pm finish
Friday 9th
Grade 3/4 Camp fourth and
final instalment
Monday 19th
Term 2 Commencement
Monday 26th—Wednesday 28th
Grade 3/4 Camp PGL Campaspe
Downs

Cody Evans & Elliot Tillotson

Brandon Crook

Mr O’Sullivan
“Getting

It Right From The Start” – Oral Language Program

In 2021, Kilmore Primary School has been invited to participate in the “Getting It Right from the Start”
oral language program. This program has been developed by Melbourne University, the Royal
Children’s Hospital and the Murdoch Family Institute to investigate the most effective ways of
supporting the oral language development of children during the early years of school.
Our Foundation to Grade 2 teachers will work with the project team to implement strategies to support
the language development of our junior students. To begin the project, the research team will conduct
a number of language and literacy assessments with our Grade 2 students. The data gathered through
these assessments will be provided to our teachers to inform targeted teaching of our students. Over
the course of 2021, our teaching team will work closely with the researchers to monitor students’
language development and track progress in response to teaching strategies recommended by the
research team.

School Council and Family and Friends
Tonight we will be holding the first meeting of our School Council for 2021. School Councils play a vital
role in many areas of school operations and provide a great forum for representing the voice of the
community. I look forward to working with our new council over the remainder of the year, building on
the great work of our previous councils. In the coming months we will also be re-establishing our
family and friends organisation. After the enforced hibernation brought about by COVID-19, it will be
wonderful to have our Family and Friends group actively contributing in building our sense of
community and school connectedness.
Learning Highlights at KPS
As you will see from the student work within the newsletter, there is some great learning happening at
KPS. Congratulations to our Grade 1 students on the great work they are undertaking in their writing
sessions. It has been fabulous to see our students so engaged in writing creative stories. As I
mentioned at our last virtual assembly, there has been some outstanding artwork occurring across the
school. Finally, I would like to congratulate two of our students on great individual performances. It
was a huge pleasure to listen to Shaun Yang’s piano recital at last week’s assembly and congratulations
to Jayln Kumar on progressing to the Regional Swimming Carnival where he will compete in the
freestyle and butterfly strokes. Across our school, we have great things happening.

All the best,
Neil O’Sullivan
Principal

Mobile Phones
At the beginning of 2020 the Victorian State Government brought in
a new mobile phone policy for students at all government schools.
This policy requires all students to turn off their mobile phones and
have them stored in a secure place provided by the school.
We have, in the office for this purpose, a secure locked mobile
phone cabinet (as pictured).
Please remind your child (if they do carry a mobile phone with them
to school) that they must hand it in to the office each morning and
that they are not to have it in the classroom.

Happy Birthday to the following
students who are celebrating their
birthday this week.
March

Our lost property cupboard pictured above is
located on the outside of the administration
building facing the astro-turf.
We try to return any named belongings to their
rightful owners and anything else is placed in
our lost property cupboard.
If your child is missing something, parents are
welcome to have a look in the cupboard.

Late Arrivals
If your child arrives after
8.50am please ensure that
your child is signed in at the
office. If they are not
signed in you will receive an
SMS stating that your child
is away.

11th

Mackenzie Ivory
Cody Gatz

FJ
4F

12th

Luke Oates

FJ

13th

Jaxon Pereira-Stones
Ryan Hall

3A
4F

14th

Mia Kendrick

3R

15th

Lilly Whitehurst

1H

16th

Molly-Mae Lazarus

4V

17th

Thomas Russell

FR

Parking Reminder
Please leave the bus parking zone on Lancefield
Road clear at all times for buses to park.
We have at least two buses daily that use the
Lancefield Road bus zone.
(Mitchell Shire Local Laws Officers have been
patrolling local schools)

Mrs Smith
Healthy Harold Leadership Program: Grade 4 Students have started to participate in the
Healthy Harold Leadership Program. Students have been working with external facilitators to come up
with a ‘health’ campaign initiative and this initiative will be implemented within the school environment
in term 2 and term 3.

Vision:

Our students from Year 1 to Year 6 have been learning about narrative writing. They have been
learning about hooking their audience, developing characters and setting, sequencing their stories,
building tension and resolving problems.
Our Year 1 students have been sketching their beginnings, middles and endings. They have then been
matching their writing to their sketches. This approach of sketching first, then writing, helps students
to be clear about their ideas before they write, which in turn helps them capture their ideas on the
page.
According to Misty Adoniou, “Children who draw before they tackle writing tasks produce better

writing - it’s longer, more syntactically sophisticated and has a greater variety of vocabulary. It is likely
this is because the act of drawing concentrates the mind on the topic at hand, and provides an
avenue for rehearsal before writing - rather like a first draft where they can sort things out before
having to commit words to a page.”
https://theconversation.com/want-to-improve-your-kids-writing-let-them-draw-25007
This is a writing approach that we have adopted at KPS since our work with Misty Adoniou and Ann
Korab in 2019 and 2020.

The Year 1 students have been reading ‘Macca the Alpaca’ book series. They have reflected on these
mentor texts and created their own stories.
Here is some writing from 1H:

The students have been experimenting with different forms of punctuation and spelling words
independently, based on the sounds they can hear in the words.
Thank you 1H for having me in your class and sharing your stories with me.

Schools Poetry & Short Story Writing Competition 2021
ATTENTION!! ATTENTION!! The 2021 Poetry & Short Story Competition is NOW OPEN!! Enter your
best 16 line poem OR 500 word or less story to be in the running to WIN the great cash and prizes on
offer!
The competition is designed to encourage creativity. There is no theme. Entrants are encouraged to let
their imaginations run wild and to write on any topic and in any style. Students from all grades are
welcome to enter.
Enter online at www.write4fun.net. Entry is free. The competition closes on Wednesday 31st of March
at 5pm.

Have a great week.
Emma White
Literacy Leader

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond
the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out
on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part
of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link
between a student’s background and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS

HOW TO APPLY

FUND (CSEF)
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences
in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper
understanding of how the world works while sports teach
teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a
healthy curriculum.

New applicants should contact the school office to
obtain a CSEF application form or download from
the website below.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps
and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A
special consideration category also exists for asylum
seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the
school to use towards expenses relating to camps,
excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your
child.

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last
year, you do not need to complete an application
form this year unless there has been a change in
your family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if
any of the following changes have occurred:

new student enrolments; your child
has started or changed schools this year.

Changed family circumstances; such
as a change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings
commencing this year.
Check with the school office if you are unsure.

The annual CSEF amount per student is:
$125 for primary school students
$225 for secondary school students

MORE INFORMATION
For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

