
 

 

NEWSLETTER                                         Friday, 11th June 2021 

KPS Calm After the Storm 
Foundation students enjoyed playing with colourful domino yesterday, while our teachers 

were trying to stay warm after Wednesday’s wild night of weather! 



 

 

CHANGE OF CLOTHES 
 

With the wet weather now 

upon us, could you please 

make sure all students have a 

change of clothes in their bags. 

 

 

                                                                

@ KPS 

 

 

June  

 

 

Monday 14th 

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 

Friday 18th 

School House Cross Country 

 

Thursday 24th  

CSEF Applications Due 

 

Friday 25th 

End of Term 2 

 

July  

 

Monday 12th 

First day of Term 3 

 

SICK BAY LINEN ROSTER  
 

 

Term 2 

 

 

June 

 

18th Alex Dunlop 

25th Elissah Stone 

 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

Birthday wishes to Georgia Gidman,     

Alaysha Laundry, Brooklyn Monaco,         

Olivia Watts, Faiz Jameel, Audrey McClinton, 

Mason Peacock, Bonny McGivney,               

Ella Waldie, Lilly Scully, Lachlan Hepper, 

Tameka Anou and Marcus Montagnese       

for this coming week.  

 

 

 

 

Term Dates 

Term 2 - 19th April to 25th June 

Term 3 - 12th July to 17th September 

Term 4 - 4th October to 17th December 

 

Visitors 
 

Anyone remaining onsite at Kilmore Primary School 
for more than 15 minutes must sign in as a visitor at 
the office.   

 

Office Doors  

 

The Office doors are only to be used for office/
administration business.   

There is no access to the school yard or exiting of 
the school yard via the Administration Building.  



 

 

 

 
 
Thanks and Gratitude – Severe Weather 

The universe has certainly been throwing some challenges our way over the last year but once again the KPS 
community has pulled together in times of adversity when dealing with the recent extreme weather event. I 
would like to thank all of our staff for their efforts in getting our students home safely on Wednesday and for 
their “unplugged” work on Thursday on a wet, wild and wintry Kilmore day. It certainly was a “back to the 
future” moment for our students and staff and while they may not have had the chalk and tablets of previous 
generations, they certainly made things work for our students. It was a fabulous team effort and I would like to 
thank all of the KPS team for their outstanding work. 
 

Writing Competition Success 
Over the last couple of years, KPS has been working hard to promote engagement and enjoyment of writing 
amongst our students. Flowing on from this work, it has been fabulous to see the pride and enjoyment that our 
students are showing towards creative writing across all levels of our school. Last week, we received the great 
news that KPS had the largest amount of students of all schools progress past the first round of judgement in 
the “Write for Fun” competition. This is a great credit to our students and to the professional learning which 
our school has undertaken under the leadership of Mrs Rebecchi and Mrs White. I look forward to hearing how 
our students progress in the later rounds of judgement and to sharing their work at Assembly. 
 
Administration Appointment 
Linda Sanders commenced Thursday as part of our Administration Team. I would like to congratulate Linda, 
who is one of our KPS parents, on her recent appointment and wish her the best of luck in her role.  
 
Extreme Weather Pick Up 
Given the increasing number of extreme weather days (and the unfortunate coincidence of the worst weather 
occurring at 3pm), KPS will be introducing an “extreme weather pickup” procedure. In summary, on days where 
an extreme weather event has been declared by the Department of Education or the Bureau of Meteorology, 
students will be collected from their classrooms and not dismissed from the gate. The procedure is contained 
elsewhere in the newsletter.  
 
Attitudes To School Survey 
Every year, our Grades 4 to 6 students complete the Attitudes to School survey to help us gauge how they are 
feeling about life at school. The survey is conducted across all Victorian schools and provides us with great 
feedback to inform our planning for future student programs and areas of professional learning. Further 
information on the survey is contained elsewhere in the newsletter.  
 
KPS Cross Country 
Weather permitting, we will be holding our KPS Cross Country event on Friday, June 18th. Mr Babic, Mr Farrell, 
Ms McGrath and Mrs Keunen have been busily planning the event and we are looking forward to our students 
having the opportunity to represent their houses. While we will not be able to have parent spectators at the 
event under current guidelines, we look forward to a future point in time where parents can be an integral part 
of these events.  
 
 
All the best, 
Neil O’Sullivan 
Principal 

Mr O’Sullivan 



 

 Attitudes to School Survey 2021.  

What our students think? 

WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  

We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction, and 
are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school.  
 
The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist our 
school to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Students will be asked 
about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their learning, peer relationships, bullying and life 
in general.  
 
Students from Year 4 to 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey 
online during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool.  It is important to note that we are 
not in any way “testing” your child. Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any 
time.  
 
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned 
identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey 
are kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey 
response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times. 
 
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period week beginning 
Monday 14th June until Friday 25th of June. The survey takes around 20-45 minutes to complete and occurs 
during your child's class time. 
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form throughout the survey period. All 
survey data that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can 
be identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year level. 
 
Last year we used the survey results to drive our Annual Implementation Plan, develop and implement 
curriculum initiatives e.g. Wellbeing Curriculum, Lunchtimes Activity Groups, extent SAT within the school, 
develop Student Voice and Agency input and establish the Berry Street initiatives  to name a few. 
 
If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit:                        
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey 

 

Extreme Weather Pick Up 

On days declared as Severe Weather Events by the Bureau of Meteorology or Department of 
Education, Kilmore Primary School may choose to declare an “Extreme Weather Pick Up” 
procedure. 
 

The procedure will operate as follows: 
 

 Parents and carers will be notified via the Compass system by 2.30pm that an “extreme weather 
pick up” procedure will operate for that afternoon. 

 

 Students will not be released from their classrooms. 
 

 Parents and carers should make their way to the door of their child’s classroom to collect their 
child. 

 

 Any child who is not collected will remain with their classroom teacher until parent contact has 
been established.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all our students who entered the write4fun 
writing competition. As Mr O’Sullivan announced at assembly on 
Friday, Kilmore Primary School received a certificate of excellence 
to acknowledge outstanding student achievement in the writing 
competition.  
 
We had 10 or more students successfully progress past the initial 
judging stage. The competition was held throughout primary and 
secondary schools within Australia. The organisers received over 
7,500 entries. Our school has been recognised for outstanding 
student writing as less than 5% of schools showed this level of 
achievement.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Students from Foundation to Year 6 are currently learning about Poetry. They have been reading 
poems, analysing the structure and language features in poems, reciting poems (with a focus on 
performance) and writing poems. 
 
Our Foundation students have been learning nursery rhymes. “Experts in literacy and child 
development have discovered that if children know eight nursery rhymes by heart by the time they’re 
four years old, they’re usually among the best readers by the time they’re eight.” Mem Fox, Reading 
Magic 
 
According to Ingrid Hartig from Brainspring’s Educator Academy, “The advantages of nursery rhymes 
are innumerable”. Here are a few examples that show direct links to reading and word acquisition. 
 
“PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS” 
This is the number one predictor of reading success or failure, including rhyming, alliteration, and 
wordplay. Nursery rhymes have a natural rhythm that will help students practice this essential 
phonological awareness skill.  
 
PHONICS 
Memorizing nursery rhymes through repetition will allow students to read them as text. They can 
practice print concepts such as top-to-bottom and left-to-right. As children practice reading these 
rhymes, teachers and parents can discuss letters and sounds. 
 
FLUENCY 
We naturally speak in phrases. When students incorporate this skill into reading text, comprehension 
will increase. Students will have memorized the rhyme; therefore, fluency will become increasingly 
natural. 



 
VOCABULARY 
Students become exposed to many higher-level words they may not hear in everyday conversations. 
 
COMPREHENSION 
One of the critical skills students should practice as they begin comprehending text is visualization. 
Creating a picture or movie in their heads as they read creates interest in the text. It is the reason 
why we can often become “lost” in a book. Nursery rhymes often include illustrations with the text. 
Children can also visualize the rhyme as they begin memorizing it.” 
 
For more information see:  
https://brainspring.com/ortongillinghamweekly/importance-nursery-rhymes/ 
 
Our Year 6 students have learning about Limericks. Zac from 6J wrote a limerick about Mrs Evans. 
Thanks for sharing it with us Zac. 
 

The challenge is open until mid-September so there is still plenty of time to join in.  
 
How to register for the challenge: 
 
Foundation - Year 2 students email Mrs Jacobs Fiona.Jacobs@education.vic.gov.au 
Years 3 – 6 students email Mrs Rowe  Tenille.Rowe@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Once you have been registered you will receive a challenge username and passcode. You will use this 
to log into the challenge website to record the books you have been reading. You will be given in-
structions about how to do this when you receive your login details. 
 
For more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
 
Have a great week, 
Emma 

 

https://brainspring.com/ortongillinghamweekly/importance-nursery-rhymes/
mailto:Fiona.Jacobs@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Tenille.Rowe@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


 

WORDS FROM WELLBEING 

 

  The following services are available outside of school hours: 

                  ** In the event of an emergency please call 000 ** 

Just a reminder that all students and 

families can access school based  

wellbeing supports.   

 

Kimberly can be contacted  

on 5782 1268 or at  

kimberly.batsas-hill@education.vic.gov.au  

 
 

 

All the best,  
 

 

Kimberly Batsas-Hill 

Primary Welfare Officer 

 

Kids Helpline 

 
 

Ph: 1800 551 800  

https://kidshelpline.com.au/  

 

Parentline 

 
 

Ph: 13 22 89  

https://parentline.com.au/  

 

Safe Steps 

 

Sexual assault, domestic and 
family violence  

 

Ph: 1800 015 188  
https://www.safesteps.org.au/   

 

Lifeline 

 
 

 

Ph: 13 11 14  
https://www.lifeline.org.au/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Justin Coulson, parenting expert facilitated The Do’s and Don’ts of Discipline webinar last 
night. If you were unable to participate, you can now watch the free webinar here: 

https://happyfamiliesfamilyeducation.ac-page.com/watch-the-dos-donts-of-discipline-with-dr-
justin-coulson .  

 

Please note that the webinar will only be available until Monday.  

https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://parentline.com.au/
https://www.safesteps.org.au/
https://www.lifeline.org.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhappyfamiliesfamilyeducation.ac-page.com%2Fwatch-the-dos-donts-of-discipline-with-dr-justin-coulson&data=04%7C01%7CBarb.Canty%40education.vic.gov.au%7C047fa43d81a4419dbbad08d92c73b3a4%7Cd96cb33
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhappyfamiliesfamilyeducation.ac-page.com%2Fwatch-the-dos-donts-of-discipline-with-dr-justin-coulson&data=04%7C01%7CBarb.Canty%40education.vic.gov.au%7C047fa43d81a4419dbbad08d92c73b3a4%7Cd96cb33

