
 
 

 

5/6/20 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
As a school we understand that the imminent return to school may raise many 
questions and queries for parents and guardians. These are unprecedented times 
and we are learning to live and works in ways that we could not have anticipated 
only a few months ago.  
 
The advice below is based upon the Department of Education’s Return to School 
Operations Guidelines. We have used a “Frequently Asked Questions” format to help 
you get the information you need about your child’s return to school. If you have any 
subsequent questions, please email them to the school’s email 
kilmore.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au . If you email a question to us about your child’s 
return to school, we will provide you with a same-day response.  
 
As always, we are here to support our community. This is new territory for parents, 
students and school staff but as a school we will do everything within our scope to 
ensure a successful return to school for your child. We are all in this together. 
 
Kind regards, 
Neil O’Sullivan 

 
 
 

Returning To School – Frequently Asked Questions 
 

How can I prepare my child for their return to school? 
The teachers of Kilmore Primary School have put together a story about returning to school 
which was attached to this week’s newsletter. Reading this story to your child is a great way 
to prepare them for their return. Please also look at the Wellbeing section of our newsletter 
– there is lots of great advice within this section to help you prepare your child for some 
changes in their school routine. 
 
What will happen when my child goes to the school gate? 
They will be met by a staff member who will ensure that they make their way safely to class. 
We will have increased numbers of teachers and education support staff on duty to ensure 
your child safely arrives at their class.  
 
Will my child have their normal teachers and normal class group? 
Yes. Your child will be part of their normal class group.  
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What will the timetable look like for my child? 
Class timetables will stay the same as prior to remote learning. Students will have all their 
specialist classes when the onsite learning resumes. 
 
What safety measures will be put in place in the classroom? 
On entering and exiting the classroom, and before and after eating, students will be directed 
to wash or sanitise their hands.  
Hand sanitiser will be available in each classroom. 
All take home readers will be sanitised before redistributing to other students. 
Students will use their own stationery items (students will not share pencils, scissors etc) 
Teachers will organise resources (eg counters, MAB, pop sticks) so that they are used 
exclusively by individual students and sanitised each day. 
We are modifying our specialist program to minimise sharing of equipment. Equipment will 
be sanitised between each class. 
We will not be running ‘Buddy’ programs for the remainder of Term 2. 
Where possible, and weather permitting, PE classes will be conducted outside. 
Where possible, and weather permitting, doors and windows in classrooms will be open.  
 
Does my child need to bring a drink bottle? 
Yes. Students need to bring individual drink bottles. Students are not permitted to drink 
directly from bubbler taps. Please send your child to school with a full water bottle. 
 
Will we have staggered play times? 
No. We will run a normal lunch and recess timetable but we will have zoned areas for year 
levels when we return to full onsite learning?  
 
Will my child be required to do homework? 
Apart from reading and high frequency words, students will not be assigned any additional 
homework for the remainder of Term 2. 
 
How will you know where my child is at with their learning? 
When students return to school, teachers will determine their learning needs based on 
assessment data. Teachers will use this data to set individual goals as per normal. This data 
will also be used to inform Term 3 learning priorities. 
 
Will I get a report for my child? 
Yes. Your child will receive a Semester 1 report, however the report will look different to 
previous reporting formats. The Department of Education have modified the reporting 



 
 

 

requirements for Semester 1 to reflect the transition to remote learning. A letter outlining 
providing full advice on the changes to reporting will be provided in the coming weeks.  
 
Will my child have Library and ICT classes? 
Classes will not be going to the Library or the ICT lab. Teachers will be able to access Library 
books for use at school. There will be no Library borrowing for the remainder of Term 2.  
 
Can my child bring their iPad? 
Yes. Your child can bring their own iPad for individual use. Classroom wipes will be provided 
for sanitising as needed.  
 
Will the playground equipment be cleaned? 
Yes. Playground equipment will be cleaned on a daily basis to meet recommendations.  
 
If my child is sick at school, what will happen? 
Any child who displays symptoms compatible with COVID-19 will be isolated in the sick bay 
as soon as practicable. Parents will be contacted to collect their child as soon as possible. 
The Chief Medical Officer advises that parents should seek COVID-19 testing for any children 
in these circumstances.  
 
Can I send my child if they have a cough, runny nose or sore throat? 
No. As these are symptoms of COVID-19, you cannot send your child to school if they have 
any of these symptoms.  
 
What happens if a staff member displays symptoms compatible with COVID-19? 
Any staff member who displays symptoms compatible with COVID-19 will not be allowed on 
site. Any staff member who displays symptoms while on site will be asked to leave the site 
as soon as practicable and seek medical advice. 
 
Will children have their temperature taken on a daily basis? 
No. Schools have been explicitly instructed by the Department of Education that they 
should not conduct wide-scale temperature checking of students as there is limited 
evidence to demonstrate the value of such checks 
  
Can I enter the school site? 
No. The Chief Medical Officer advises that the greatest risk of transmission is from adult to 
adult contact. No parents will be allowed to access the site until this advice changes. 
 
What happens if parents need to access the site for an urgent or essential matter? 



 
 

 

Site access will be controlled by the principal who may grant site access in exceptional or 
urgent circumstances.  
  
 
If my child is celebrating a birthday, can they bring in a cake or food to share? 
No, unfortunately food may not be shared with others at this stage, so please do not send in 
any food. We will be sure to make your child feel special on their birthday though. 
 
Will my child/children be allowed to bring in toys or other personal belongings? 
No, unfortunately your child/children will not be allowed to bring in any toys or personal 
belongings. This includes show and tell.  
 

Will my Year 3-6 student still be allowed to bring in their own personal iPad or device? 
Yes, your child can still bring in their iPad. Students should only use their own device as per 
the school’s policy.  
 
Will my child be allowed to use a school device in the classroom? 
Yes, your child will still be allowed to use a school device for work related activities. These 
will be sanitised before and after individual use. 
 
Does social distancing apply during playtimes? 
No. The advice from the Chief Medical Officer is that social distancing is not necessary for 
students playtimes or class times.  
 
Lining up, toilets and movement. 
Students will be encouraged to promote the notion of no physical contact where possible.  
However the 1.5m social distancing will not be enforced with students so lining up, 
movement onsite and classroom setup will be as normal as possible. It is important to note 
that personal hygiene of all on site members will be imperative. 
 
How will pick up and drop-off work? 
Please refer to the communication which was sent to all families on 4/6/20. 
 
Will the canteen be operational? 
Yes. As the canteen operator conducts a commercial business, and meets all of the 
recommendations including the appropriate hospitality certificates, the canteen will reopen.  
 
Will there be camps and excursions? 
No. Until further notice no off site excursions or camps will be conducted. 



 
 

 

 
Will there be a Year 6 Graduation? 
Yes, at this stage the Year 6 Graduation will go ahead in a revised format with 
recommendations from the Chief Medical Officer being met. The format will depend on 
future directions for social gatherings in a public place. 

 

  


