
 

NEWSLETTER                             Wednesday, 19th February 2020 

 

 

Dancing Our Way into 2020… 
Last night we celebrated the start of the 2020 school year with our ‘Welcome Back!’ picnic.  

Between snacking on delicious dinners, our students performed dances they learnt during the day at the 

STOMP workshop. 



 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Happy Birthday to the following students who are 
celebrating their birthday in the coming week.   
 

We hope you have a lovely day. 
 

February 
 

12th  Ella   4V (Belated Wishes) 
 
20th  Jai   6M 
  
21st  Jake   FM 
  Mia   2D 
 
22nd  Logan  2J 
  Eammon  6M 
  Ameera  6O 
  
23rd   George  FM 
 
24th  Charlotte  1S 
 
25th  Montgomery FF 
  Avi   2T 
 
26th  Mia   4B  

 

What’s On…………… 
 February 
 
 Fri 21st  Grade 4 iPad connection day 
 
    Whole School Assembly 
    Start at 2.20pm 
 
 Fri 28th   Grade 5 iPad connection day 
 
 March  
  
 Fri 6th  Grade 6 iPad connection day 
 
    Whole School Assembly  
    Starts at 2.20pm 
 
 Mon 9th   Labor Day Public Holiday 
    (No students to attend) 
 
 Thurs 12th School Photo Day 
 
 Fri 20th  Whole School Assembly 
    Starts at 2.20pm 
  
 Fri 27th  End of Term — 2.30pm Finish 
 
 April 
 
 Tues  14th  Back to School — Term 2 
 
  Fri 24th  Whole School Assembly 
    Starts at 2.20pm 
 
 May 
 
 Fri 8th  Whole School Assembly 
    Starts at 2.20pm 
 
 Fri 22nd  Whole School Assembly 
    Starts at 2.20pm 
 
 June 
 
 Fri 5th  Whole School Assembly 
    Starts at 2.20pm 
  
 
 Fri 19th  Whole School Assembly 
       Starts at 2.20pm 
 
 Fri 26th  Last day for CSEF Applications  
 

 

SICK BAY LINEN ROSTER - HELP NEEDED 
 

Each year we ask if parents are able to assist in the washing and changing of the 
linen in our sick bay. In most cases this means 2 or 3 times a year. If you are able 
to help out please return this form to the office by Friday 23rd February.     

       A roster will be distributed shortly after 
 

Name:  _______________________________ Contact Phone Number:  ___________________ 
 
 
Child’s Name:  _____________________________    Child’s Class:  __________ 

 

School Photo Day 
 

 

School Photos will take place on 
Thursday, 12th March.  Your child has 
today been given a personalised order 
form to bring home with instructions on 
how to order their school photos. Photos 
can be ordered online using the 
individual student ID shown on their 
photo form at www.schoolpix.com.au 
before photo day. Sibling photos will also 
be available. Sibling order forms can be 
collected from the school office.  Photo 
order forms and money must be enclosed 
in a sealed envelope and returned to the 
classroom teacher on School Photo Day 
Thursday 12th March.   
 
If you are ordering your child’s school 
photo’s online then you do not need to 
return their order form. 
 
Please contact SchoolPix direct on 1300 
766 0556 for all enquiries relating to 
school photos. 

http://www.advancedlife.com.au/


  

 

 
 
 

Writers are everywhere! 
 

Did you know that our Foundation students are writers and illustrators? They have been making their 
own books. This approach supports 'bigger' work and writing stamina, so instead of spending ten 
minutes on a book and saying 'I'm finished', students are encouraged to revise their book over a se-
quence of lessons by increasing the detail within...just like real authors and illustrators do!  
 
Here are some of their books. 

 

Students in Years 1 to 6 have been learning to write 
different transactional texts. Our school is involved in 
Australia Post’s Pen Pal Program. KPS classes have 
been allocated a class, somewhere in Australia, to 
write to. Our students have been writing letters and 
post cards to their new pen pals.   
We are looking forward to receiving replies to our 
letters and finding out more about our pen pals! 
 
Emma White and Fiona Jacobs 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

At Kilmore Primary School, we are always working on modelling our school values, developing resilience, 
acknowledging rights and ensuring that we develop respectful relationships.  The 4R’s is all about 
explicitly teaching and then giving our students opportunities to learn about and then put our weekly 
focus into practise.  
 

   The students listed below have been recognised for showing that ‘I can identify what I am good at’. 
 

   
The students listed below will receive an award at assembly this Friday. 
 

We congratulate:   

 
Foundation F — Amy 
  

 
Grade 2J — Abigail 

 
Grade 4W — Tristan 

 
Foundation J — Dylan 
  

 
Grade 2S — Samara 

 
Grade 5F — Charlie 

 
Foundation L — Odin 

 
Grade 2T — Keanu 
  

 
Grade 5H — Jhett 

 
Foundation M — Ashton 

 
Grade 3M — Maddie  
  

 
Grade 5M — Joseph 

  
Grade 1H — Rory  

 
Grade 3R — Zoe  

 
Grade 6E — Fynley 

 
Grade 1J — Sophie 

 
Grade 3S — Payton 

 
Grade 6M — Alia 

 
Grade 1N — Linkin 
  

 
Grade 4B — Nathan 

 
Grade 6O — Noel 

 
Grade 1S — Bella-Rose 

 
Grade 4M — Moamen 
 

 

 
Grade 2D — Hamish 
  

 
Grade 4V — Alexis 

 
“Respond, don’t React!” 

Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships 
 

Kilmore Primary School Student Awards 



  
 
 
 

Now that we are a little over three weeks into the school year, it has been great to observe the manner in 
which our students have settled back into the routines of school life. There is a very settled and calm feel 
around our school and I would like to thank all of our staff and students for the work they have put into our 
2020 start back. 

 

Primary Welfare Officer 
 

In 2020 at Kilmore Primary School, we have employed a full-time Primary Welfare Officer  
to support our students and families. Our Primary Welfare Officer is Kimberly Batsas-Hill 
and Kimberly is very familiar with our school, having worked at KPS in her former role as a 
district wide school counsellor for the Department of Education. Kimberley is vastly 
experienced in the fields of counselling, social work, policy development and program 
delivery. Kimberly is an outstanding addition to the KPS and will help our school to lead a 
community wide approach to student health and wellbeing.  
 
 
 

Student Learning 
As always, there is lots of fabulous learning taking place at KPS. In 2020, one of the major changes we have 
made to our teaching and learning program is the introduction of the Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop 
approach. This approach to the teaching of literacy builds on the great work that has been undertaken at KPS 
by incorporating more student voice and agency into the teaching of reading and writing. In a nutshell, we 
are seeking to develop students who are passionate about reading and writing, know their learning goals and 
understand the process to achieving their goals. This approach is the next phase in the implementation of our 
four year strategic plan and already we are seeing fabulous engagement in classroom learning from our 
students.  
 

Punctuality 
In 2020, punctuality and readiness for learning from 8.50am is a major focus for our school. We have 
streamlined our morning start-up processes to ensure that focussed teaching begins at 8.50am. As the saying 
goes: “every minute matters.” Punctual attendance at school is a key component of supporting your child’s 
engagement in learning and in ensuring they have a great start to the school day. I would urge all parents to 
ensure that their child is at school by 8.40am to set them up for success, both socially and academically.  
 

Class Mottoes and Class Learning Plans 
During our Ready, Set, Go program each grade develops a Class Motto to summarise the ethos and team-spirit 
of that class. Across our school, our students and teachers have developed some very catchy sayings which 
summarise their positive approach to school life and learning. A selection of the class mottoes are below and 
we will also be sharing a further sample of our class mottoes at Friday’s Assembly: 
 

“In 3R, we always raise the bar. We never give up, so we will go far.” Grade 3R 
 

“We listen, we learn, we never give up. No matter how hard the task we always show up.” Grade 5F 
 

STOMP 
Yesterday, our students revelled in the opportunity to participate in the STOMP dance program. As anyone 
who attended the evening performance would know, the student performances were energetic and highly 
entertaining. It was also wonderful to see so many of our school community attend the performance. STOMP 
has become a wonderful feature of our KPS culture and a great way to celebrate the first month of school.  
 

Asha’s Adventures 
For those new to our school, Asha is a therapy dog who has attended our school with Ms Crowther over the 
last number of years. While Asha’s attendance at KPS is not quite as frequent as it once was, he will still be 
visiting our school and is in fact attending school today. Asha has very quickly picked up some of the changes 
to our school in 2020 and, by his own admission, has struggled with the new Compass sign in system. This 
week’s newsletter contains the latest instalment of Asha’s Adventures and I’m sure it will raise many a smile 
and chuckle.  
 

Professional Learning 
Last Thursday and Friday, Ms George and Miss White spent two days at Melbourne University as part of the 
University of Melbourne Neighbourhood of Schools (UMNOS) program. This is our second year of involvement 
in this program and it provides our school with access to some of the leading literacy educators in Australia. 
It is a great credit to our school that Ms George and Miss White were asked to present some of the work that 
they have been undertaking as part of our Annual Implementation Plan. This is a great recognition of the 
professional learning culture which has been established at KPS.  
 

Compass System 
As you are no doubt aware, in 2020 we are implementing the Compass school administration system at KPS. If 
you are having any difficulties with the system, please get in touch with our office as we are more 
than happy to assist you with any difficulties you may been having. 
 
 

All the best, 
 
Neil O’Sullivan 
Principal 

Mr O’Sullivan 



 

 

I’ve been keeping my ears open (my eyes, 
not so much!) and I’ve heard some 
comments that have made me smile… 
 
“Asha, I think you have shrunk!” 
 
“I was just talking about you and now you’re 
here!” 
 
“What did you eat for breakfast? Was it 
toast?” 
 
Foundation student: “I’m four. How old are 
you?” 
Me: “Four” 
Foundation student: “That’s the same as 
me!” 
    
 

Hello everyone!  
 

It’s pawsome to be back at 
school for 2020 and reunited 
with my friends. I’ve spotted 
lots of new faces and have 
been busy sniffing shoes, 
learning names and introducing 
myself.  
 

This year, I’m not at school 

every day so when I know it’s a 

school morning, I’m extra 

excited. I supawvise the packing 

of my little bag and then I 

follow it out to the car. I even 

run! It’s got my lunch in it, so I 

would hate to leave it behind. 

Speaking of food, I’ve heard 

that there is a new canteen at 

school. How cool! 

Asha’s  
Adventures  



 Have you spotted the new signing in system? 
I think it’s called Compaws. Or something 
like that.  It’s supaw quick and easy to use…
if you can reach the counter. Whilst I’m 
waiting for my legs to grow, Kim helped me 
to sign in. With the press of a few buttons, 
you’re logged in and the person you are 
visiting gets a little message. Then, it’s on 
with a visitor tag and you’re all set. Signing 
out is even easier. All visitors have to sign 
in. 
 

 

 

I’m not helping in classrooms or pawtrolling 
the yard, I hang out in the office with Barb 
and Kim. The office is a busy place, but I 
miss most of the action as I use the time to 
catch up on some rest.  

 

I’ve recently spent time in Grade 1, Grade 
4 and Grade 6 classrooms. I’ll be visiting 
other rooms soon. I enjoyed listening to 
reading and one book was even about 
dogs! I’ve also been learning about 
Writer’s Notebooks and how we will use 
them to help our writing. I can’t wait to 
read everyone’s writing!  

 



 

 

 
 

 

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE  
 

 

Applications for Conveyance Allowance for Term 1 2020 are now open.  Application forms are 
available from the school office.  Please ensure that the completed form is returned to school by 
Friday 6th March 2020. 
  
Eligibility Criteria 
The eligibility criteria varies depending on the type of school attended and where it is located. 

Students attending a government or non-government school must: 

  attend their nearest government or non-government school/campus appropriate to their year 
level at which admission is permissible 

  be enrolled at a school/campus outside Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance boundary 

  reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus attended 

  be of school age (5 to 18 years old at time of application) and reside in Victoria. 
 
Note: Eligibility is assessed when the school completes your child’s application on the Student 
Conveyance Allowance System (SCAS). If approved, the allowance payable is based on the one 
way distance to make the journey to and from school.  For further information regarding the 
Conveyance Allowance Program see: www.education.vic.gov.au/travellingtoschool.  

 

 
 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUNDING (CSEF) – FOR NEW FAMILIES ONLY  
 
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to 
apply. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school students. Payments are made directly to 
the school and are linked to the student.  
 
To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered 
Government or non-government Victorian primary school must:  
 

 on the first day of Term one, or;  

 on the first day of Term two;  
  
a)  Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be 
the holder   of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card 
(HCC) or Pensioner  Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR  
b)  Be a temporary foster parent, and  
c)  Submit an application to the school by the due date.  
 
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not 
income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) 
or (b) above.  
 
Parents or legal guardians are required to complete a CSEF application form available from the 
school office.  
 
Application forms should be completed and lodged with schools as soon as possible in term one, as 
payments are made from March onwards. However schools will be able to accept and process 
applications up until the end of term two each year.  
 
Eligibility Date  
For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s 
concession card being successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (28 
January 2020) or term two (14 April 2020).  
 

Families who were eligible for CSEF last year are automatically rolled over.  



 

 

iPads 
 
Our school technician will be connecting    
iPad devices grade by grade.   
Please see the dates noted in the calendar 
above for when your child needs to bring their iPad 
to school. 
 
Please do not send your child’s device to school 
with them before this date.  

Kilmore Primary School’s Nut Policy is based on Department of Education guidelines. The guidelines state: 

 

Blanket banning of nuts or other foods associated with anaphylaxis and allergies is not recommended because: 

*it can create complacency amongst staff and students 

*it cannot eliminate the presence of all allergens. 

Whilst nut products are not technically banned at KPS, we do strongly discourage bringing nut products to school, 
especially if there is a child in the class with a severe allergy. We have a ‘No Sharing Food’ policy and students are 
educated on the reasons we do not share food, including the implications for someone with an allergic reaction.  
 
We thank everyone who avoids sending nut products to school. If you would like more information, please contact 
your child’s class teacher. 

 

 

 
 

Being On Time Matters! 
 

This year Kilmore Primary School is focusing on student attendance and arriving on time at school.  Over the 
course of the year individual students and their families have worked hard on being organised – making 
lunches the night before, having school clothes and school bags packed ready for the morning and making 
sure everyone gets a good night’s sleep.  

 
Congratulations to the students who arrive at school on time. 

   School Hours And Bell Times  

 

Session 1  -  8.50am – 9.50am 

Session 2  -  9.50am – 10.50am 

Recess  -  10.50am – 11.20am 

Session 3  -  11.20am – 12.20pm 

Session 4  -  12.20pm – 1.20pm 

Eating Time -  1.20pm – 1.30pm 

Lunch  -  1.30pm – 2.10pm 

Session 5  -  2.10pm – 3.10pm 

End Of School -  3.10pm 

 

Children should not arrive at school prior to 8.35 am 

 

VISITORS TO  
KILMORE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
It is a requirement of DEECD and Occupational 

Health & Safety policies that ALL visitor’s to the 
school, including parents, sign in at the office.  

Please take a visitors badge. 
It is important for you to sign in as if there is a need 

to evacuate the building we do need to  
account for all people.  

 
Thank you for your assistance. 

 

Student Belongings & Lost Property 
 

Please be sure to label all of your children’s 
belongings.   

Our Lost Property cupboard does prefer to be empty 
rather than full.   

Should you be looking for any lost property the 
cupboard is located on the outside rear wall of the 
administration building facing the astro-turf, it is 

brown in colour. 

 

REMINDER TO WEAR YOUR HAT 
 

Just a reminder that all students need to wear 
hats starting this Monday, until the end of the 
year.  All students and staff are required to wear 
hats that protect their face, neck and ears, i.e. 
legionnaire, broad brimmed or bucket hats, 
whenever they are outside. Baseball or peak caps 
are not considered a suitable alternative.  The 
school policy states that sun protection is to be 
used from September until the end of April or 
whenever UV levels reach three or 
more. 
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