NEWSLETTER

Wednesday, 4th March 2020

Success in
the Pool
Congratulations to all students who
represented Kilmore Primary School
at the District Swimming Carnival on
the 21st February, contributing to
KPS’ Second Placing on the tally
board.

Congratulations to Kate Porter
(pictured left) and Jayln
Kumar (pictured right) who
both after yesterday’s Division
Level swimming meet, have
now advanced through to the
North Metro Region,
representing Kilmore Primary
School.
We wish both Kate and Jayln
all the best when they take to
the pool on March 17.

What’s On……………
March
Fri 6th

Grade 6 iPad connection day
Whole School Assembly
Starts at 2.20pm
2nd Hand Uniform Shop
2.30pm — 3.30pm in the
stadium foyer
Conveyance Allowance
Applications Close

Mon 9th

Labour Day Public Holiday
(Students do not attend school)

Thurs 12th

School Photo Day
Classroom Helper Induction
Program
9.00am — 9.30am

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Happy Birthday to the following students who are
celebrating their birthday in the coming week.
We hope you have a lovely day.
March
5th
Jarvis
2D
Ben
6O
6th

Eli

3S

7th

Jaz

3M

9th

Samantha

1N

11th

Cody

3S

Foundation Hours
Foundation students will commence full school
hours from next week.

Hot Cross Bun orders due
Wed 18th

Hot Lunch Orders due
(Sorry, no late orders can be
accepted)

Fri 20th

Whole School Assembly
Starts at 2.20pm

Wed 25th

Hot Lunch Day (No other lunch
orders will be available on this
day)

Thurs 26th

Raffle Tickets Due

Fri 27th

End of Term — 2.30pm Finish

April
Tue 14th

Back to School — Term 2

Fri 24th

Whole School Assembly
Starts at 2.20pm

May

Fri 8th

Whole School Assembly

2nd Hand Uniform Shop
The 2nd Hand Uniform Shop will be open Friday
fortnightly commencing this Friday 6th March.
Opening times will be 2.30pm — 3.30pm
The shop will operate at this time from the stadium
foyer.

SICK BAY LINEN ROSTER
Term 1

March
6th
13th
20th
27th

Lisa Jones
Warick Harvey
Megan Johnson
Melanie Hooke
Thank you for your support.

School Photo Day
School Photos will take place on Thursday, 12th March. Your child has been given a personalised
order form to bring home with instructions on how to order their school photos. Photos can be
ordered online using the individual student ID shown on their photo form at
www.schoolpix.com.au before photo day.
Sibling photos will also be available. Sibling orders need to be completed online.
Please contact SchoolPix direct on 1300 766 0556 for all enquiries relating to
school photos.

Literacy update Term 1, Week 6.

Book Celebration
On February 27 the Foundation students celebrated the completion of their books by sharing them
with their families. Thank you to our special visitors who were able to come to the celebration.

Literacy Continued………………………………..

Analysing mentor texts and picture story books
“… reading has been shown to improve all aspects of children’s literacy, including vocabulary,
grammar, spelling, reading and writing ability.” (Culham, 2014, p.11).
In Reading, students from Years 1-6 have been analysing different elements of narratives. Some of
the aspects students have been learning about include: the author’s purpose, characters, settings,
problems, solutions, characters’ motivations, the power of word choice, and imagery. Students
have been analysing various texts to identify these elements.
Picture story books are great for analysing these aspects. They are being used across the school.
You may think that picture story books are just for young students, but that’s not the case. The
benefits of using picture story books include: improved reading comprehension, deeper
understanding and analytical skills, improved visual literacy and vocabulary development. If you
are interested in finding out more about the benefits of reading and analysing picture story books,
please refer to the following articles:
http://trevorcairney.blogspot.com/2013/02/why-older-readers-should-read-picture.html

https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3085&context=reading_horizons
We are using our picture story books as mentor texts to help us improve our writing. Picture story
books are effective tools for teaching writing (through story structure and literary elements such
as point of view, character, setting, theme, plot and tome). Analysing the way in which authors
have written the texts can help to show students how to use the same techniques in their own
writing.
“When we set out to do anything, we look to others who are experts at what we are trying to learn
to do. Learning to write is no different. In teaching our students to be good writers, one of the
first things we want them to do is to anchor themselves to authors and texts they admire. A
mentor piece is a short text or portion of a text used to support for the work we are trying to
accomplish in the workshop.” (The No-Nonsense Guide to Teaching Writing p. 10)

Book Delivery
We are very excited about our latest book delivery! We have purchased more take home readers
for all of our classes. We also have new big books for shared reading in class.
The importance of reading at home.

Literacy Continued…………………

Displays in the Library
If your child has a favourite book and would like to feature on our ‘Favourite Book’
display please email your child’s name and the title of their favourite book to
white.emma.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au Thanks!

Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships
Kilmore Primary School Student Awards
At Kilmore Primary School, we are always working on modelling our school values, developing resilience,
acknowledging rights and ensuring that we develop respectful relationships. The 4R’s is all about
explicitly teaching and then giving our students opportunities to learn about and then put our weekly
focus into practise.
The students listed below have been recognised for showing that:
‘I am brave when faced with a challenge’.
The students listed below will receive an award at assembly this Friday.
We congratulate:

Foundation F — Quinn

Grade 2J — Archie

Grade 4W — Will

Foundation J — Jack

Grade 2S — Xavier

Grade 5F — James

Foundation L — Isla

Grade 2T — Brendan

Grade 5H — Charlotte

Foundation M — Caleb

Grade 3M — Liam

Grade 5M — Isabella

Grade 1H — Emily

Grade 3R — Keeley

Grade 6E — Nathan

Grade 1J — Hanna

Grade 3S — Jaxon

Grade 6M — Jai

Grade 1N — Patrick

Grade 4B — Peter

Grade 6O — Kiara

Grade 1S — Benjamin

Grade 4M — Cody

Grade 2D — Tahlia

Grade 4V — Dylan

“Respond, don’t React!”

Mr O’Sullivan
School Council
The first meeting of our new school council takes place on Tuesday, March 10th. School Councils
play a crucial role in helping schools to achieve their strategic objectives and we have been
fortunate to have a highly motivated and highly capable School Council at Kilmore Primary School.
I would like to welcome our new council members: Daniel Burford, Jennie Peggie, Samantha
George and Trinity McNab. I know that our new members will do a wonderful job in complementing
the efforts of our current and returning councillors: Jodie Cloke, Jill Patford, Julie Smith, Sally
Chadwick, Elizabeth Simner and Christina Varcoe.
Buddies Program
One of the great features of our school is our cross-age Buddies program. This program provides
our older students with the opportunity to mentor and support the students from our junior grades.
Over the last six weeks, our senior students have done a wonderful job in assisting our Foundation
students with their transition to school.
Professional Learning
One of the great features of our school is our adult learning culture. As a school, we are fortunate
to have a workforce who are committed to constantly renewing and improving their skills. On
Friday, six of our teachers will be working with the teachers from Upper Plenty Primary School on
furthering their skills in the teaching of writing. Working with leading literacy educator Anne Korab
from the University of Melbourne, our teachers will be focussing on responding to areas of
improvement for our students as identified through our NAPLAN data analysis.
Attendance
As a school, student attendance remains a priority area for KPS in 2020. Establishing strong
attendance habits in primary schooling is crucial to social and academic success. Conversely, the
research shows that any poor attendance patterns established at primary school inevitably get
worse during their secondary schooling. Once a child’s attendance drops below 90% (missing six
days a term), it is very difficult for them to keep up with their school work and for them to feel
socially connected. Frighteningly, a pattern of missing 6 to 10 days per term will equate to missing
2 ½ years of schooling by the end of Year 12! Similarly, a child missing one day a fortnight will miss
four weeks in a year, and more than a year of school by Year 10. Currently, we have 204 students
who have achieved an attendance rate of 100% at this point in the term. I would like to
acknowledge the efforts of these students and their families in establishing strong attendance
habits for 2020.
Principal Network Meeting
Today, we have principals from the 24 schools of the Southern Goulburn Network attending a
meeting at KPS. Our school has become a regular venue for these meetings over the last year and
this is a credit to the great work being undertaken by our staff and to the welcoming culture of our
school. As part of the day, the Principal Group will be walking through our classrooms to view the
great learning taking place at KPS.
Student Leadership
This year, Ms Andrea McKenzie is co-ordinating the work of out Student Action Team (SAT.) The
SAT have identified sustainability as their major area of focus and in 2020, they are seeking to
implement school wide practices to reduce the amount of waste and landfill that our school
produces. The SAT have established a list of short and long term goals and over the course of the
year, they will work with Ms McKenzie and our school community to achieve these goals.
Swimming Sports
Congratulations to all of the students who have represented our school at the recent District and
Division Carnivals. Many thanks to Mr Babic for co-ordinating the swimming program and helping
our students to excel. The pictures in this week’s newsletter will give you an idea of how well our
students have done recently.

All the best,

Neil O’Sullivan
Principal

Compass Tips and Hints

Did you know that you
can log your child’s
absences, (past,
present and future)
through the Compass
App?

When visiting KPS, please
make sure you sign in
through the electronic Kiosk
on the front counter. When
signing in, please select your
child’s teacher as the person
you are visiting.

Pay for and provide
consent for any
excursions, incursions
and camps via the
Compass App.

Receive and revisit any
notices that have been
forwarded out,
whether they be class,
year level or whole
school ones.

Student Enrolment Information Form
The eldest student in each family will this week bring home a white envelope that will contain
Student Enrolment Information Form for all students in the family.
We ask you to please check these documents carefully for all children in your family, noting any
changes that may be required directly on the form and returning to the office.
We also ask that should there be no changes that you still return the document, noting “No
Changes”.
We must ensure that the information provide to the Department of Education is up to date to
ensure that the school is receiving the correct funding allocation.
The amount of funding we receive determines the quality of resources and educational programs
we are able to provide for our students.
This information is strictly confidential.

Wellbeing update: Meet Kimberly
As some of you may have read, my name is Kimberly Batsas-Hill and I
am the new Primary Welfare Officer at Kilmore Primary School.
I am a qualified Social Worker, with a history of working with children
and adolescents in school settings and also developing child and youth
based health and wellbeing programs.
Before starting at KPS, I was working as a Department of Education,
Student Support Service Social Worker, and prior to this I was working in
the wellbeing team at Broadford Secondary College.
It is nice to already see so many families and faces that I already know!
When I am not at work, you can find me spending time with my two
dogs – a Puggle named Dash and a 4 month old Blue Heeler named Baxter.
I am really excited to be here and I look forward to getting to know
everyone!

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUNDING (CSEF) – FOR NEW FAMILIES ONLY
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to
apply. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school students. Payments are made directly to
the school and are linked to the student.
To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered
Government or non-government Victorian primary school must:
 on the first day of Term one, or;
 on the first day of Term two;
a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be
the holder
of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card
(HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR
b) Be a temporary foster parent, and
c) Submit an application to the school by the due date.
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not
income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a)
or (b) above.
Parents or legal guardians are required to complete a CSEF application form available from the
school office.
Application forms should be completed and lodged with schools as soon as possible in term one, as
payments are made from March onwards. However schools will be able to accept and process
applications up until the end of term two each year.
Eligibility Date
For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s
concession card being successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (28
January 2020) or term two (14 April 2020).
Families who were eligible for CSEF last year are automatically rolled over.

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE
Applications for Conveyance Allowance for Term 1 2020 are now open. Application forms are
available from the school office. Please ensure that the completed form is returned to school by
Friday 6th March 2020.
Eligibility Criteria
The eligibility criteria varies depending on the type of school attended and where it is located.
Students attending a government or non-government school must:
attend their nearest government or non-government school/campus appropriate to their year
level at which admission is permissible





be enrolled at a school/campus outside Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance boundary



reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus attended



be of school age (5 to 18 years old at time of application) and reside in Victoria.

Note: Eligibility is assessed when the school completes your child’s application on the Student
Conveyance Allowance System (SCAS). If approved, the allowance payable is based on the one
way distance to make the journey to and from school. For further information regarding the
Conveyance Allowance Program see: www.education.vic.gov.au/travellingtoschool.

REMINDER TO WEAR YOUR HAT

Student Belongings & Lost Property

Just a reminder that all students need to wear
their hats.
All students and staff are required to wear hats
that protect their face, neck and ears, i.e. legionnaire, broad brimmed or bucket hats, whenever
they are outside.
Hats are required to be worn for all of Terms One
and Four as minimum.

Please be sure to label all of your children’s
belongings.
Our Lost Property cupboard does prefer to be empty
rather than full.
Should you be looking for any lost property the
cupboard is located on the outside rear wall of the
administration building facing the astro-turf, it is
brown in colour.

iPads

School Hours And Bell Times

Our school technician will be connecting
iPad devices grade by grade.
Please see the dates noted in the calendar
above for when your child needs to bring their iPad
to school.

Session 1

- 8.50am – 9.50am

Session 2

- 9.50am – 10.50am

Please do not send your child’s device to school
with them before this date.

Recess

- 10.50am – 11.20am

Session 3

- 11.20am – 12.20pm

Session 4

- 12.20pm – 1.20pm

Eating Time

- 1.20pm – 1.30pm

Lunch

- 1.30pm – 2.10pm

Session 5

- 2.10pm – 3.10pm

VISITORS TO
KILMORE PRIMARY SCHOOL
It is a requirement of DEECD and Occupational
Health & Safety policies that ALL visitors to the
school, including parents, sign in at the office.
Please take a visitor’s badge.
It is important for you to sign in as if there is a need
to evacuate the building we do need to
account for all people.

End Of School - 3.10pm
Children should not arrive at school prior to 8.35 am

Thank you for your assistance.
Kilmore Primary School’s Nut Policy is based on Department of Education guidelines. The guidelines
state:
Blanket banning of nuts or other foods associated with anaphylaxis and allergies is not recommended
because:
*it can create complacency amongst staff and students
*it cannot eliminate the presence of all allergens.
Whilst nut products are not technically banned at KPS, we do strongly discourage bringing nut products
to school, especially if there is a child in the class with a severe allergy. We have a ‘No Sharing Food’
policy and students are educated on the reasons we do not share food, including the implications for
someone with an allergic reaction.
We thank everyone who avoids sending nut products to school. If you would like more
information, please contact your child’s class teacher.

Being On Time Matters!
This year Kilmore Primary School is focusing on student attendance and arriving on time at school. Over the
course of the year individual students and their families have worked hard on being organised – making
lunches the night before, having school clothes and school bags packed ready for the morning and making
sure everyone gets a good night’s sleep.
Congratulations to the students who arrive at school on time.

